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One Flew Over the Dodo’s Nest! 

Beginnings always make history, as 
we all know. In every field of life, the 
position of ‘the first,’ is hallowed. 

But just like beginnings, some end- 
ings too, have great historic value. 
Time has given an ever permanent 
throne only to the first, it never chang- 
es. Be it the first aircraft, the first steam 
engine, the first man in space, or any- 
thing else. But things are different in 
the case of lasts. The record of being 
the last may change with time. In our 
modern world, a dodo bird or amam- 
moth might still be born again, recre- 
ated from fossil remains, thanks to ad- 
vances in science. So we have to add 
the tag ‘till date,’ to some of the lasts. 

Sometimes, it's the ending that gives 
more relief, than the beginning. An ex- 
ample is World War II. The feeling that 
the war had finally ended made the 
world happier than the victory of the 
Allies. In some cases, the first itself be- 
comes the last. Do you remember the 
tragic story of luxury liner Titanic? It’s 
very first journey became its last one 
too. This issue of Tell Me Why tells 
about some ofthe remarkable endings 
that left their mark on history. 
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In the year 1507 AD, 
Portuguese sailors land- 
ing on the shores of the 
island of Mauritius dis- 
covered a strange look- 
ing bird. It was large and 
stubby, and could not 
fly. It had a hooked black 
beak, short yellow legs, 

grey-blue plumage, and 

a tuft of pale coloured 

feathers for its tail. 

Since this bird had 

never seen humans 

before, it was very 
friendly and trusting. 
In fact, the sailors mis- 
took its gentle nature 
for stupidity, and 


FAMOUS 
LASTJONES 


called it ‘dodo,’ which meant sim- 
pleton in Portuguese. 

The dodo was an easy source of 
fresh meat for the Portuguese- and 
later, the Dutch who came to the is- 
land in 1598- because it could be 
easily captured due to its friendli- 
ness. Dodos were killed in large 
numbers by the new inhabitants of 
the island. Those that survived Man 
had to face new enemies like dogs 
and pigs that were introduced by 
these inhabitants. The dodo had no 
natural enemies on the island, but 
these new animals, together with 
Man, hastened its extinction. By the 
year 1681, the last dodo had died, 
and today, the term ‘as dead as a 
dodo,’ means something that has 
disappeared entirely from the face 
of the Earth. 


_ Hello, 
nice To meet 
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odo Tree 
‘he extinc- 
ion of the 
lodoal- 
nost ledto 
he extinc- 
ion of yet 


another species, acertain 


‘ype oftree in Mauritius, 
which was known as the 
jJodotree. Theseeds of 
this tree could only ger- 
minate after passing 
through the digestive 
tract of the dodo. When 
the dodo became ex- 
‘inct, no new trees grew 
on the island. However, 
‘he tree was saved from 
2xtinction when bota- 
nists fed its seeds to tur- 
keys. The seeds passed 
through the turkeys’ di- 
gestive system, and 
were propagated in the 
same way as when do- 
doswerealive. 


Seeds of Dodo Tree 
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What do you know about 
passenger pigeons and Arabi- 
an ostriches? 

The passenger pigeon was once 
probably the most numerous 
among birds on the planet. It was 

found in the vast forests that cov- 
ered North America, east of the 
Rocky Mountains. Flocks of pas- 
senger pigeons were huge- often 
one and a half kilometres wide and 
upto 482 kilometres long. Passen- 
ger pigeons became extinct be- 
cause their immense roosting and 
nesting colonies invited over-hunt- 
ing. The last reported sighting of a 
flock was in 1896. 

The Arabian ostrich once lived in 
the Arabian Peninsula, and in the 
Near East. Ostrich hunting was a 
popular pastime of the rich. So, the 
Arabian ostrich became very rare. The 
last confirmed specimen was shot in 
1941. 


Passenger 
Pigeon 


Why did the Tasmanian 
tigerbecome extinct? 

The Tasmanian tiger is one 
of the most fabled animals in 
the world. European settlers 
in Tasmania were puzzled by 
it, feared it, and killed it when 
they could. After only a cen- 
tury of white settlement, the 
animal had been pushed to 
the brink of extinction. 

The Tasmanian _ tiger 
looked like a large, long dog, 
with stripes, a heavy stiff tail, 
and a big head resembling 
that of a wolf. That is why it is 
sometimes called the Tasma- 
nian wolf. It was shy and se- 
cretive, and always avoided 
contact with humans. It was 
a meat-eater. When the Eu- 
ropeans began settling in 
Tasmania, the animal started 
killing the sheep and poultry 
raised by the settlers. 


Asaresult, Tasmanian tigers were 
hunted down relentlessly, and 
rewards were given to those who 
killed them. 

Another major factor that con- 
tributed to the Tasmanian tiger's 
decline is the dingo, or wild dog 
population. These wild dogs 


Hands up! 
You are under 
arrest! 


A Chance for Rebirth 
/ Although the Tasmanian tiger 
a has been officially declared to be ex- 


tinct, there have been unconfirmed re- 
ports of it being sighted. However, there is 
no hard evidence that the animal still exists. 
Efforts are being made to clone a specimen 
that has been preserved in alcohol. A team 
of Australian scientists has succeeded in 
replicating the DNA of the extinct Tasma- 
nian tiger, and plan on reviving the 


species soon. 
ee Tell Me Why 


Tasmanian Tiger 


hunted in packs, unlike 
Tasmanian tigers which 
hunted in small numbers 
or alone. Dingoes com- 
peted with these Tasma- 
nian tigers for food and 
shelter. Climate changes 
anddeforestationarealso 
believed to have been 
contributing factors to 
their extinction. By 1936, 
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Why were the Ancient Olym- 


The Olympics began nearly 3000 
years ago in Olympia, in South- 
west Greece as a religious festival. 
The Greek Olympics are thought 
to have begunin 776 BC, and were 
held every four years in honour of 
the God Zeus. The Olympics be- 
came so important, that wars 
were stopped when they were 
held, and a truce was declared for 
the duration of the Games! The 
Ancient Olympics continued for 
over a thousand years without 
interruption. 
The Ancient Ol- 
ympics started to lose 
their importance when 
the Romans started 
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the last captive Tasma- r en a 
niantiger had died. ‘ by 2 MG 


An Illustration 


ead 
s ‘ 
x 
zz i ee 
Tasmanian Tigers - | 


to take over Greece 
in the second cen- 
tury BC. The last 
of the Ancient 
Olympics was 
held in 393 
AD, and in 
394 AD, the 
Roman Em- 
peror Theod- 
osius | abol- 
ished the 
games. 


Zeus 


Gladiatorial Combat 


Women Gladiators 

Women also fought 
as gladiators. A wom- 
angladiatorwascalled 
a ‘gladiatrix. Matches 
betweenfemaleslaves 


gained popularity 
over the years. The 
last fight between two 
gladiatrix was in 200 
AD, after which, the 
Emperor Septimus 
Severus banned wom- 
en from fighting as 
gladiators. 


Why _ did 
games decline? 
Gladiatorial games were first 
introduced to Rome in 264 BC, 
when thesons of Junius Brutus 
honoured their father at his 
funeral by forcing three pairs 
of gladiators to fight to death 
against one another. Gladiato- 
rial combat was originally part 
of areligious ceremony. 
However, as the years passed, 
the ritual lost much of its reli- 
gious significance, and became 
Rome’s most popular spectator 
sport. Gladiators were generally 
condemned criminals, prisoners 
of war or slaves bought for this 
purpose, and were forced to 
fight to death, for the amuse- 
ment of spectators. 


gladiatorial 


Leave me, 
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The gladiatorial games of ancient Rome 
began their decline during the reign of 
the Roman Emperor Constantine. In 325 
AD, Emperor Constantine declared the 
games illegal in Rome. However, the 
fights continuedin one form orthe other 
until they were finally abolished. They 
were banned in 404 AD by the Emperor 
Honorius, when a Christian monk 
jumped into the arena to separate two 
gladiators, and was stoned to death by 
thecrowd for spoiling their fun! 


Extinct! 

Many species of animals have be- 
come extinct. The mammoth, the au- 
roch -aspecies of wild ox, the Steller’s 
sea cow, the Quagga, the Caucasian 
Wisnet, the Javan Tiger etc are only 
some of them. 


Mammoths 


Chariot Racing 
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Womeninthe 
Ancient Olympics 
Womenwerenot 
allowed to take 
part inthe 
OlympicGames, 
or to attend them. 
Anywomen 
caught sneaking 
in were severely 
punished! Women 
could own horses 
in the chariot race 
though. If their 
chariotwon, they 
could claim the 
wreath of olive 
leaves that was 
the prize, because 
the prize was not 
given to the driver 
of the chariot, but 
to the owner. 


ft " 


‘Lasts’ in the Ancient Olympics 
The last time the Olympics consisted of 
a single event was in 7 28 BC. The last time 
that the Olympics lasted forjusta day was 


in 692 BC. The last Olympian to have his 
name recorded in the Ancient Olympics 
was Varazdates of Armeniain 385 AD. 


Why is it not easy to name the 
lastRoman Emperor? 

It is not easy to name the last Ro- 
man Emperor, because when the 
Roman Empire grewtoo big to be 
easily administered, it was divided 
into the Western Roman Empire 
and, the Eastern Roman Empire. 
However, some successors did not 
like this arrangement, and the Em- 
pire was reunited by different rul- 
ersoverthe next 100 years. 

The last ruler of the united Ro- 
man Empire was Theodosius | who 
was also known as Theodosius the 
Great. He died in 395 AD. The last 
Emperor of the Western Roman 
Empire was Romulus Augustus, 
who was forced to abdicate the 
throne in 476 AD. The Eastern Ro- 
man Empire lasted another 1000 
years, but it became smaller and 
smaller, and was known as the 
Byzantine Empire. The last 
emperor of the East was 


Theodosius 1 


Constantine XI Palaeologus, 
who was killed in 1453. 

However, Charles the 
Great, King of the Franks, re- 
vived the Holy Roman Em- 
pire in 800 AD, and the last 
Holy Roman Emperor was 
Francis ll. He was over- 
thrown in 1806 by Napole- 
on, who also abolished the 
Holy Roman Empire. 
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oyou know 
why the wed- 
ding ring is 
worn by some 
people onthe 
third finger of 
the left hand? 
Thecustom can 
be traced to the 
AncientRomans 
who believed 
that there wasa 
nerve leading 
directly to the 
heartfromthe 
third finger of 
either hand. 


Why is the fall of Constantinople sig- 
nificant? 

The Eastern Roman Emperor Constan- 
tine built a new capital for his empire on 
the Peninsula between the Black Sea and 
the Aegean Sea in 330 AD, and he named 
the city after himself. Although the East- 
ern Roman Empire gradually broke up, 
the city of Constantinople itself thrived 
because of its strategic location. However, 
by the 15"*Century, the Turks had built up 
the mighty Ottoman Empire, which sur- 
rounded Constantinople. The ruler of the 
Ottoman Empire, Sultan Mehmet Il laid 
siege to Constantinople in 1453, and did 
not allow any supplies to reach the city. 
The siege lasted for six weeks, and finally 
on 29% May 1453, Constantinople fell. The 
city was sacked and plundered of its price- 
less treasure. The Roman Empire finally 

came toan end. This also marked the end of 
the Middle Ages in Europe. 


Restored section of the fortification 
that protected Constantinople 


Good bye 
tothe Aztec 


| The Last Steam 


{ PoweredFlight | 
Did you know that 
in 1890, Clement 
Ader, aFrench- a oe 
man, madea Why did the Aztec Empiredecline? 


monoplane called The Aztec Empire goes back approxi- — 
Eole,thatwaspow- _— mately to the fourteenth century, and 
eredbysteam?The — covered what is now known as Mexico. 


aircraft did take The empire expanded rapidly, and by the © 
off, and managed early 16" century, it stretched from the | 
ee ea Pacific Ocean in the West, to the Atlantic — 
? Aaas arin Ocean in the East. The Aztec capital, Teno- _ 
altitude. In 1933 chtitlan, was a splendid complex of cities, 
a= lakes, and canals. When the Spanish ex- — 


heya ie om Pee, S plorers, under Cortez, arrived in 1519, they 4 
Travel Air 2000 us- werefirstwelcomedbythe Aztecs. By 1521, — 
ing steam. the people ruled by the Aztecs were tired | 
~ of the heavy taxes they had to pay, andthe © 
harshness of their rulers. So, they joined — 
/ — forces with the Spanish explorers and at- — 
tacked the Aztec capital. Tenochtitlan was 
| razed to the ground, and the empire fell. In — 
1535, Mexico officially came under Spanish — 
rule. Se Se 


Ader’s Steam 
Aircraft 
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Why didthelIncaEmpire 
fall? 

At first, the Incas were 
simply a small tribe that 
lived in the city of Cuzo. 
Around 1430 AD, a neigh- 
bouring tribe attacked the 
Incas. The Incas won, and 
that was the beginning of 
the Inca Empire. At the 
height ofits power, theInca 
Empire was 4023 kilome- 
tres long, 804 kilometres 
wide, and home to 12 mil- 
lion people. These people 
called themselves ‘the 
Children of the Sun’. 

Thismightyempirelasted 
only around 100 years. It 
fell because of many rea- 
sons. The first was an epi- 
demic of smallpox that was 
brought to their world by 
early visitors from Europe - 
mainly the Spanish. There 
was also a civil war that 


Historic Lasts 


greatly weakened the power of the 
Incas. Finally, Spanish invaders 
cametothe region, hunting for gold 
and the legendary riches of the In- 
cas. The invaders, led by Francisco 
Pizarro, conquered the Incas after a 
series of fierce battles. Manco Inca ll 
was murdered by the Spanish in 
1544 and Tupac Amaru the last em- 
peror met a similar fate in 1572.The 
descendants of the Incas still live in 
the modern day country of Peru. 
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Who was the last 
French mqnarch? 

Louis XVI was king of 
France when the mon- 
archy was overthrown. 
His reign was marked by 
the outbreak of the 
French Revolution. In 
1774,LouisXVlinherited 
a kingdom that was in 
grave difficulty. He was 
sent to the guillotine 


Cigarette Advertisement 
Weallknowthatcigarettesmoking A 
is injurious to our health, and for this “A 
reason, cigarette advertisements are 
banned on television. The last ciga- 
rette ad on television appeared on 
July 31% 1965, in Britain and on De- 
cember 31* 1970, in the USA. 
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Napoleon III Louis XVI 


and beheaded in 1793, and this marked 


the end of the French monarchy, and 
the establishment of the First French 
Republic. 

The First Republic lasted only 12 
years, before Napoleon crowned him- 
self Emperor of France. He was forced 
to abdicate, and the monarchy was re- 
stored with Louis XVIII as king. It sur- 


p vived till 1848, when the Second Re- 


publiccame into existence. The Second 


Republic lasted 


Where is 
only four years, = 
before Louis, Na- my throne: ) 

; 4 ; Isit inthe 
poleon’s nephew, Nicholas Il will be re- \museum too? 
proclaimed him- membered not because \ 
self the Emperor. he was a great ruler, but ae 
He was ousted in because he was the last — 


1870. This led to Tsar of Russia. The rulers 
the establishment of Russia were known as 
of the Third Re-  tsars, and Nicholas was 
public. the eldest son of Tsar Al- 
exander lll. Hesucceeded 
his father in 1894. 
Nicholas encouraged 
Russian expansion in 
Manchuria. This pro- 
ware voked war with Japan in 
fe, ~(1904. The resulting 
Nii Russian defeat led to riots. Nicholas was 
forced to grant a constitution and es- 
tablish a parliament, the Duma. During 
World War |, Nicholas was away from 
Russia a lot. Russia suffered heavy 
losses in the war. 
In 1917, widespread popular demon- 
strations began in the capital. Nicholas 
lost the support of the army, and had to 
give up his throne. A shaky provisional 
government was established which was 

overthrown in October 1917 by the Bol- 
sheviks. On 17 July 1918, Nicholas and 
his family were executed, and the rule of 
the Tsars in Russia was over. 


Nicholas II — 


Why was the 
Ford Model T a re- 
markable car? 

The Model Twas a 
very important car 
in American history. 
= j It was launched on 
King Alexander October 1* 1908, by 
74 2 ee Henry Ford, who had 


Last Monarchtobe 
killed bya Monkey ie: 
On October 25th, 1920, King Alex- (Bye... Byes 


ander of Greece was bitten by a mon- 
key. In one version of the incident, the 
monkey was his pet. In another, the 
27-year-old monarch actually died af- 
ter defending his pet dog from an at- 
tack by monkeys during a walk. He 
suffered an infection, and died 
from sepsis, to go down in history 
as the last monarch to have died 
froma monkey bite! 


When did the last steam engine 
run? 

In 1804 the first steam-powered en- 
gine, carrying some iron, ran in Wales, 
in Britain. But it was almost twenty 
five years later, in 1829, that George 

Stephenson, a British engineer, de- 

signed the ‘Rocket’ — a steam en- 

gine that created history. Trials 
were held by the Liverpool and 


George Stephenson 
Tell Me Why ; 


Model T car 


from 1909 through 
1927. Mass production 
kept the price reason- 
able, and sales 
zoomed. The car was 
so popular that the 
Ford Motor Company 
sold over 15,007,003 

Model Ts. On May 26" 


pledged that he would build a car that 
was cheap enough for anyone with a 


reasonable salary to buy. 


Henry Ford kept his promise, and the 
Model Twas mostly made outof wooden 
parts, and had a4 cylinder engine. It was 
produced by the Ford Motor Company 


~ ee 


Manchester Railway Company, 
to find the best locomotive en- 
gine for a railway line that was 
being built to serve these two 
English cities. On the day of the 
trials, some 15,000 people came 
along to see the race of the loco- 
motives. During the race, the 
Rocket reached speeds of 24 
mph during the 20 laps of the 
course. This was due to several 
new design features. The Rocket 
Paved the way for steam loco- 


Historic Lasts 


1927, Ford and his 
son Edsel drove the 
15 millionth Model T 
Ford out of their fac- 
tory, marking the fa- 
mous automobile’s 
official last day of 
production. 


motives all over Europe, Asia, 
and America. 

The era of steam engines is 
often called the ‘golden age,’ of 
railways. Gradually though, 
steam engines were replaced 
by diesel and electric locomo- 
tives. The beginning of the end 
for steam engines began in the 
1950’s. America’s last steam 
engine ran in 1958, while the 
last steam engine in Britain was 
retired from use in1968. 
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Last Steam Powered 
_ Land Speed Records 
The last steam powered land speed record : 
was set on 23" January 1906, atDaytonbeachin 


47 the USA, when Fred Marriot, an American, | 
reached an amazing 127.659 mphinhis steam 2 
poweredcar. ; 


Why is Western Australia 
considered the last penal col- 
ony of Britain? 

Do you know what a penal 
colony is? It is a settlement of 
prisoners whohave been exiled 
from their homeland as a pun- 
ishment, and transported to a 
faraway location. Britain started 
sending convicts to America 
from 1597 onwards. The prac- 
tice was stopped in 1776, with 
the American War of Independ- 
ence. British prisoners were 


Facesona 
Mountain 


sent to Western Australia in- 
stead, and new penal colonies 
were established there. Twenty 
per cent of these first convicts 
were women. A system of la- 
bour was established in which 
people, whatever their crime, 
were employed according to 
their skills - as brick makers, car- 
penters, nurses, servants, cat- 
tlemen, shepherds, and farm- 
ers. Educated convicts were set 
to the relatively easy work of 
record-keeping for the convict 
administration. 


Gutzon Borglumanda team of workers built 
a monument at Mount Rushmore, carving out 


the faces of four Presidents of the USA, on the 


side of a mountain. For fourteen years, the 
men toiled. They created a sculpture unlike 
any other that marked the last time faces were 
carved out of a mountain! The four presidents, 
whose faces were carved on Mount Rushmore, 
were Abraham Lincoln, George Washington, 
TheodoreRoosevelt and Thomas Jefferson. 
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Convicts formed the majority 
of the colony’s population for 
the first few decades, and by 


Yippee! I'm 
going to be exiled 
to America! 


1821, there were a growing 
number of freed convicts who 
were appointed to positions 
of trust and responsibility as 
well as being granted land. 
Meanwhile, public opinion in 
Britain was against the estab- 
lishment of penal colonies, 
and the practice was abol- 
ished in 1860. The last convict 
ships left Britain in 1867, and 
arrived at their destination in 
1868, 80 years after the arrival 
of the first convicts in Western 
Australia. 


Mount Rushmore 


When was the capital punish- 
mentlast carried outin Britain? 
Capital punishment is punishment 
by death. In the past, those who were 
convicted ofcapital punishmentwere 
beheaded, shot, or hanged. Capital 
punishment has been abolished in 
many countries, but the practice still 
continues in many others. The last ex- 
ecutions in the United Kingdom, by 
hanging, took place in 1964. The last 
execution in France took place on 10% 
September 1977,andthedeath penalty 
was abolished in France in 2007. In East 
Germany, the last execution took place 
in 1981 when a traitor was shot dead. 
West Germany abolished capital pun- 
ishment altogether in 1951, and the last 
execution there was in 1949. The United 
States and India are two of the nations 


that have not yet abolished the death 
penalty. 


Last Bare 
Knuckle 


Boxing Match 
Today, boxers wear gloves when 
they fight. But it was not always so, 
and early boxing matches were 
fought with bare knuckles. The prac- 
tice was gradually discarded, and in 


Why is there confu- 
sion as to which is the 
lastdayoftheweek? — 

The concept of asev-- 
en day week comes 
from the Jewish belief 
that God created the 

universe in six days, 
and rested on the sev- 
enth day. The early 

Romanshowever, had 

no concept of the 

week. They simply di- 

vided the year into 

months, and the 


months into work- 
ing, and non-work- 
ing days. It was the 
Constan- 
a_ Christian, 


Emperor 
tine, 


1889, the last bare knuckle boxing 
match was fought. In this match, John 


L. Sullivan was the winner against Jake 
Kilrain. 


ee 


N 
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who declared that there 
should be a seven day week, 
and the day of rest was called 
Dies Dominica, from which 
the French name ‘dimanche’ 
for Sunday is derived. 

In modern times, there is 
some confusion as to whether 
Sunday is the first day of the 
week, orthe last. This is because 
many diaries and calendars are 
printed with Sunday as 
the first day, and 
many with it as the 
last. Some dictionar- 
ies also define Sun- 
day as ‘the first day ke 
ofthe week’.Actual- | 
ly, when you think 
ofit, it doesn’t real- 
ly matter, because ee ' 
weeks are contin- 


uous, and one thet 

week just leads PIE. 

toanother! Hamida Djan- 
; doubi has the dubi- 


ous honour of being 
the last person to be 
sent to the guillotine 
in France. The Tuni- 
sian immigrant was 
beheaded in Marseilles 7 
forkilling his girlfriend. 


es a 


Guillotine 


Historic Lasts fam 


Why are the last days of Pompeii sig- 
nificant? 
Pompeii was a large and prosperous 
city in Ancient Rome. It was located in 
the Bay of Naples, at the foot of the 
volcano, Mount Vesuvius. It was the 
biggest of three cities- the other two 


End of theDay 

It is generally accept- 
edthatadaybeginsand «——— 
ends at midnight. Butdid © 
you know that in some reli- 
gious calendars, the day be- 
gins at sunrise and ends at 
sunset? 


How did ‘z’ become the last letter of the 
alphabet? 

The ancient Phoenicians had an arrow-like 
symbol in their alphabet. It was the seventh 
letter, and called ‘zayin’. The ancient Greeks 
adopted this symbol from the Phoenicians 
as the sixth letter of 
their alphabet in 8000 
BC. They called it ‘zeta,’ 
and gave it its present 
form.TheRomansadopted 
it from the Greek alphabet in 
100 AD, and Z is the last letter 
of the Roman alphabet to this 
day. ‘Z’ is pronounced as ‘zed’ by the British and as 
‘zee’ in America. If you are sending a Morse code, you will have to 
send two dashes and two dots to represent ‘Z’! Another interest- 
ing fact about 'Z’ is that it was used to represent the Roman 
number 2000 in medieval times. 


Iam not 
only Z , but 
also 2000... 


HISTORICLAST DAYS; 


were the neighbouring cities of | of every horrific detail during 
Herculaneum and Stabiae- that Pompeii’slast days. 
werecompletely destroyed by the The first explosion created 
mighty eruption of Vesuvius on a thick cloud of dark ash, 
24" August 79 AD. The Roman’ whichwasfollowedbyaflood 
writerPlinythe Youngerhasgiven of hot ash, cinders, and poi- 
an eyewitness account of the dis- sonous fumes over the next 
aster that gives us a clear picture two days. The ash completely 
a buried and sealed off the cit- 
ies of both Pompeii and Sta- 
biae. Bodies were perfectly 
preserved by the hot ash, so 
that they remained exactly as 
_ they were, even to their facial 
“expressions, at the moment 
» of death. Herculaneum was 
buried under a stream ofboil- 
~ ing mud and lava, and was 
preserved in perfect detail 
00. 
_ The ruins of Pompeii were 
dis overed only in 1749. 


Mount Vesuvius 


Longest Alphabet 

The Cambodian alphabet is the 
longest in the world. It has 74 letters. 
Aren’t you glad you don’t have to 
learn it? The shortest alphabet is that 
of Rotokas, the language of the Solo- 
mon Islands. It has just 11 letters! 
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A Street in Pompeii When did slavery 
end? 
Between 1450 and the late 
1800's, it is estimated that be- 
tween 10 and15 million Africans 
were kidnapped, and sold into 
slavery. The slave trade was incredi- 
bly profitable, but very cruel too. For 
over 300 years, slaves were captured 
along the west coast of Africa, often 
with the active help of African kings 
and merchants. Slaves were traded 
for beads, textiles, brandy, horses, 
and guns. Slavery was illegal in the 
United States after the Civil War, but 
slaves continued to be traded in 
Central and South America for an- 
other 40 years, until finally slavery 


Infamous Pompeii was declared illegalin Central and 
Pompeii is also fa- South America as well. 
mous in another way- Slavery existed not only in 
for sports hooliganism. America, but in other parts of 
Ithas beenrecorded that the world as well. Denmark 
in the first century, a bat- was the first European 


tle broke out in Pompeii 
between the home sports 
fans and those of a neigh- 
bouring town during a gladi- | 
atorial contest. “~ Twant > 
two slaves! / 


country to abolish slav- 


——~ Iwant > 
. a slavel 


—— 
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ery in 1804, 
while Britain 
abolished slav- 

ery in March 
1907. In the 
United States, 
slavery was one 
ofthemainissues 
in the Civil War 
between the 
North and the 
South. The last 
day of legal slav- 
ery in the USA 
was 31 * January, 
1865, while the 
worldwide 
abolishment 
of slavery 
took place 
only in 
1926. 


Which was the last day of the Brit- 
ish Rajin India? 

The British ruled India for over 100 
years, and this period is known as the 
days of the British Raj. Under British 
rule, a strong Indian Nationalist Move- 
ment developed, that was led by 
Gandhiji. His famous campaign of non 
violenceand civil disobedience finally 
succeeded in ending the British Raj 
and winning independence for India. 

The British Raj formally ended on 
midnight, August 14" 1947. A conch 
shell was blown to herald freedom, 
and to mark the opening of the new 
Indian Constituent Assembly. Each 
member swore allegiance to inde- 
pendentIndia.Nehru’sIndependence 
Day speech stirred every Indian’s 
heart as he uttered the now famous 
words ‘At the stroke of the midnight 
hour, when the world sleeps, India 
willawake tolifeand freedom’. 


Nehru Speaks to an 
Independent India 


Apartheid is the name given to 
the policy that was followed in 
South Africa from 1948 to 1990. 


Endofthe | The word actually means sepa- 
Inquisition rate or ‘apart’ and it refers to the 
Around 1232AD, the white government's policy of 


discrimination — racial, political, 


_| Churchstartedanew 3 : 
} and economic - against the 


program called The 


Inquisition. The country’s non white majority. 
Inquisition wasa court | The purpose of apartheid was 
that wassupposedto 4°! Separation of the races. 


seek out and punish 
people suspected of 
not obeying the 
church. Punishment 
was quite severe, and 
people were often 
tortured cruelly to 
make them confess. 
Punishment ranged 
from loss of property, 
to imprisonment, and 
death. The Inquisition 
was finally ended in 
1772 in France, 
1821in Portugal, and 
on 15** July 1834 

in Spain. 


Under apartheid, the white popula- 
tion, which was the minority, control- 
led the country. They determined 
where a person might live, go to 
school, and what jobs a person may 
hold. 


Nelson Mandela 


Apartheid wasaninhu- 
man policy,and came for 
widespread criticism 
both at home, and 
abroad. Nelson Mandela 
led the movement 
against apartheid in 
South Africa, and he was 
supported by most 
world leaders. The apart- 
heid system began to fall 
apart in the 1980's. Two 
million unemployed 
blacks, a shrinking white 
minority, continued 
black resistance, and in- 
ternational sanctions 
forced the South African 
government to end the 
policy. Apartheid offi- 
cially ended in South Af- 
rica on 22°? December 
1993. Nelson Mandela 
led the African National 
Congress, which had 
been outlawed since 
1960, to victory in South 
Africa's first free elec- 
tions, and became the 
president of South Africa 
on April 26", 1994. 


An Anti Apartheid Rally 
in South Africa 


Which was the last day of 
the Soviet Union? 

The Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, also known as the 
USSR, or Soviet Union was the 
successor to the Russian Empire Flag of the USSR 
of the tsars. It came into exist- §©§ —— 
ence in 1922, and stretched covered some 22,400,000 
from the Baltic and Black Seas square kilometres, seven times 
to the Pacific Ocean. In its final the area of India, and two and 
years, it consisted one-half times that of the Unit- 
of 15 Soviet Social- edStates. Thecountryoccupied 
ist Republics. nearly one-sixth of the Earth’s 

Duringtheperiod land surface, including the 
of its existence,the eastern half of Europe, and 
Union ofSoviet So- roughly the northern third of 
cialist Republics Asia. 
was by area, the Dramatic changes, both po- 


world’s largest litical and economic, occurred 
country. It was also 

one of the most di- ff 

verse, with more A 


» than 100 distinct 
nationalities living 4 


<a 
_ within its bor- ¥ Ls 
ders. The U.S.S.R. Se > 
Statue of Lenin 
Oh, what \ 
happened to 


the USSR? , 


Tell Me Why | 


during the late 1980's and 
early ‘90s. There was po- 
litical restructuring, and 
greater openness to revi- 
talize a struggling econo- 
my. There was also a wave 
of increased nationalism 
among the member re- 
publics, and in December 
of 1991, as the world 
watched in amazement, 
the Soviet Union disinte- 
grated into fifteen separate 
countries. On 25" Decem- 
ber 1991,theSovietflagwas 
lowered for the last time, 
marking the last official day 
ofthe Soviet Union. 


ats 


ee 
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he French Rev- 
olutionary Calen- 
dar-or Republican 
Calendar- was officially adopt- 
ed in France on October 24", 
1793. The calendar was adopt- 
ed more than one year after the 
advent of the First Republic. In 
this calendar, the year had 12 
months that were named bya 
poet. Each month was divided 
into units of 10 days each. 
However, the calendar proved 
to be impractical. It was abol- 
ished on 1* January 1806 by 
Emperor Napoleon |. 


An important in 
the French Rev 


Last Day ofthe 
Third Reich 

The term ‘Third Re- 

ich’ was often used 


RF. 
se 


Why is 9° November 1989 
significant in the history of 
the Berlin Wall? 

On August 13", 1961, the East 
German government erected 
the Berlin Wall in order to keep 
its citizens from fleeing to the 
West. Just past midnight, trucks 
with soldiers and construction 
workers rumbled through East 
Berlin. While most Berliners were 
sleeping, these crews tore up 
streets that entered into West 
Berlin, dug holes to put up con- 
crete posts, and strung barbed 
wire all across the border be- 


tween East and West Berlin. Tel-’ 


ephone wires between East and 
West Berlin were also cut. The 
Berlin Wall stretched over 160 
kilometres. It ran not only 
throughthe centre of Berlin, but 
also wrapped around West Ber- 
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to describe the Nazi regime 
in Germany from January 
30%, 1933, to May 8", 1945. 
The Nazi’s rise to power un- 
der Adolf Hitler brought an 
end to the Weimar Repub- 
lic, a parliamentary de- 

mocracy established in 

defeated Germany after 

World War I. The Nazi re- 


Adolf Hitler 


lin, entirely cutting West Berlin 
offfromthe rest of East Germany. 

The Berlin Wall did prevent the 
majority of East Germans from 
emigrating to the West, yet dur- 


Jubilant Germans 

on top of the Berlin Wall 
in the days just before its 
demolition. 


gime was marked by political 
control of every aspect of soci- 
ety- and by World War Il. Ger- 
many was defeated in the war, 
and surrendered to the Allies 
on 7 May 1945. However, the 
last day of the Third Reich was 
on 21* May, with the capture 
and removal of power of Admi- 
ral Karl Donitz, whom Hitler 
had named as his successor 
before he committed suicide. 


ing the history of the Berlin Wall, it is 
estimated that about 5,000 people 
made it safely across. The fall of the 
Berlin Wall happened nearly as sud- 
denly as its rise. There had been signs 


i — shi, en... 
Ps a . 
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A Nazi March 


that the Communist bloc 
was weakeningyetit came 
as a Surprise to everyone 
when at midnight on No- 
vember 9" / 10 1989 East 
Germany’s Communist rul- 
ers gave permission for 
gates along the Wall to be 
opened after hundreds of 
people converged on cross- 
ing points. Berliners from 
the East surged through, 
cheeringandshoutingand 
were be met by jubilant 
West Berliners on the other 
side. Ecstatic crowds im- 
mediately began to clam- 
ber on top of the Wall and 
hack large chunks out of 
the 45 kilometre barrier. 
The Berlin Wall had be- 
come the gateway to free- 
dom in Germany. 
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Tacoma Narrows Bridge 


Which are the last days of 
some famous bridges? 

The Tay Rail Bridge was com- 
pleted in February 1878 to the 
design of Thomas Bouch. At 
that time, it was the longest 
bridge in the world. Less than 
two years later, at approxi- 
mately 7:15 p.m. on the stormy 
night of 28' December 1879, 
the central navigation spans of 
the Tay bridge collapsed into 
the Firth of Tay at Dundee, tak- 
ing with thematrain,6carriages 
and killing 75 passengers. 

Another famous bridge col- 
lapse was that of the Tacoma 
Narrows Bridge(USA). It was 


revolutionary in its design and - 


historic in its collapse. This bridge 
was known for its tendency to 
sway in windstorms. The shape 
of the bridge was much like that 
| of an aircraft wing, and under 
windy conditions, it would 


ices 
be a 
| aU 7, 
— for 
ewe hi, Me 


Tay Rail Bridge 


rise and fall like the movement 
ofa galloping horse.OnNovem- 
ber 7‘, 1940 a large windstorm 
turned the galloping motion in- 
to uncontrolled bucking, and 
the bridge collapsed. 

There havebeen several other 
bridges that have collapsed. On 
October 17% 1989, several 
bridges in San Francisco, USA, 
collapsed as the result of an 
earthquake. Bridges are mar- 
vels of engineering, but when 
they collapse, the marvel turns 
into a tragedy with terrible 
consequences. 


No, this is not 
the suicide point. 


That's just a 
fly, not a flight. 


Why can we never forget 
September 11? 

At 8:45 am, September 11*, 
2001, the first of two airlines 
struck the World Trade Centre 
in New York. At 9:03, a second 
plane crashed into a second 
World Trade Centre tower, and 
exploded. At 9:43 am, a third 
passenger plane crashed into 
the Pentagon, the world’s larg- 


est office building. At 10:48, po- 
lice confirmed that a fourth pas- 
senger jet had crashed in West- 
ern Pennsylvania. 

September 11" marks the 
deadliest terrorist attack on 
American soil, and the last day 
of New York’s World Trade Cen- 


MM tre. Both the North and South 


Towers had collapsed, resulting 
in a massive cloud of debris, 
dust, and smoke. Everyone on 
the passenger planes that had 
been hijacked by terrorists was 
killed, as well asmorethan 3000 
innocent people on the 
ground. Is it any wonder then 
that the day 11t* September 
2001 will always be remem- 
bered by us as one of the sad- 
dest days in modern times? 


World Trade Centre 
before September11" 2001... 


...and When the Disaster Struck! 


ee 


Which was the last day of World 
War I? 

World War | was an armed world 
conflict that took place mostly in 
Europebetween 1914and 1918 and 
it was fought by the Allies -Great 
Britain, France, Russia, and United 
States- on one side, and the Central 
Powers -Germany, Austria-Hungary, 
and the Ottoman Empire- on the 
other. The immediate cause of the 
World War! was the murder of Arch- 
duke Franz Ferdinand, the Austrian 
heir-apparent to the throne, by a 
Bosnian Serb, on June 28", 1914, in 
Sarajevo. The assassination sparked 
the chain of events that led straight 
to ‘the war to end all wars’. 

The final Allied push towards the 
German border began on October 
17,1918. As the British, French, and 
American armies advanced, the alli- 
ance between the Central Powers 
began to collapse. At 5 am on the 
morning of November 11°, an armi- 
stice was signed in a railroad car 
parked in a French forest near the 
front lines. Fighting ceased along 
the entire Western Front at precisely 
11 am that morning. After over four 
years of bloody conflict, the Great 
War was atan end. 


The Railway Carriage in which 
the Armistice ending World War I 
was signed 
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uring World War ll, | 
France was forced to 
surrender to Germany 
on 22" June 1940. To 
humiliate the French, — 
the Germans insisted 
that the armistice be 
signedinthesamerailway 
carriage, in the same for- 
est in which Germany had 
been forced to surrender 
in World Warl. 


The Bismarck 


Why are the last days of the German 
battleship Bismark and the British battle 
cruiser HMS Hood connected? 

The Bismarck was one of the most feared 
battleships constructed by Nazi Germany. 
The HMS Hood was avery powerful ship that 
was the pride of the British navy. During 
World War Il, thetwotitans faced each other 
on May the 24" 1941. Hood opened fire on 
Bismarck. Two minutes later, Bismarck re- 
sponded to Hood's gunfire, and The Battle 
ofDenmark Strait began. At 06.00, a gigantic 
explosion ripped the Hood into two. In less 
than ten minutes of battle, Hood was lost. 

Following this battle, the Bismarck was 
pursued for more than two days by ships 
and aircraft of the Royal Navy and Royal Air 
Force. On May 27*, the Bismarck was at- 
tacked, and in two hours, the German bat- 
tleship was completely destroyed. 


HMS Hood 


The Sinking of 
the General 
Belgrano 
General 
Belgrano was an 
Argentine 
cruiser that was 
sunkby the 
British 
submarine HMS 
Conqueror in 
1982, during the 
Falklands War. 
The sinking 
raisedastormof 
controversy, as 
the Belgrano 
was supposedly 
in asafe zone. 


General Belgrano 
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Anne Frank’s 

Diary 

Anne Frank wasa 
young Jewish girl 
who lived during the 
horrorsof Nazi Ger- 
many, where the 
Jews were persecut- 
ed. She and her fami- 
lywentinto hiding, 
and she kepta record 
of her life in adiary. 
The last entry in the 
dairy was made on 
August 4" 1944, Six 
months later, shortly 
before her 16" birth- 
day, Anne diedina 
concentration camp. 


“Hooray, 
The war has 
ended! _ 


earns 


Why does World War Il have 
many last days? 

World War Il started when Ger- 
many, led by Adolf Hitler, 
launched an unprovoked attack 
on Poland. Britain and France: 
then declared war on Germany. 
It soon developed into a total war 
that involved 61 countries, and 
1.7 billion people. The Axis coun- 
triesconsistingofGermany, Italy, 

and Japan were on one side. The 

other side was made up of the 

Allies, and included the USA, 

UK, France, and Russia among 

other European nations. Fifty 

million people lost their lives in 
this war, and hundreds of mil- 
lions were injured. 

World War Il ended with the 
unconditional surrender of 
the Axis powers. On May 8" 
1945, the Allies accepted Ger- 


Tell Me Why 


A Battle front of 
World War II 


many’s unconditional sur- 

render, and this day marks 

the end of World War Il in 

Europe. However, though 

thewar had officially ended, 
it raged on in the Far East, 
for Japan refused to surren- 
der. The Japanese held on for 
some more months until 
atomicbombswere dropped 
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
on August 6" and 9". 

Japan surrendered to the 
Allies only on 15" August 
1945, and the surrender was 
officially signed on Septem- 
ber 29 1945, aboard the bat- 
tleship USS Missouri. That is 
why we say that World War II 
had not one, but many ‘last 
days’! 


4istoric Lasts 


helast 
soldier to 
surrender 
in World 
War Il was 
: _ HirooOn- 
oda, a Japanese soldier. He sur- 
rendered only in 1974, 29 years 
after the Japanese surrendered. 
He had been living onaremote 
island, and did not know thatthe 
warhad ended! 


Hiroo Onoda 
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When wasthelast day of the 
Vietnam War? 

Vietnam is a small country in 
Southeast Asia. In 1954, it was 
divided into communist-ruled 
North Vietnam, and non com- 
munist South Vietnam. North 
Vietnam wanted to end US sup- 
port of South Vietnam, and to 
unite the north and south intoa 
single nation. Over the next ten 
years, tensions in the area in- 
creased as the conflict between 
North and South Vietnam grew. 
When North Vietnam attacked 
a US destroyer on August 2°¢ 
1964, USA officially entered the 
Vietnam War. 

The Vietnam War was the 
longest war in which the United 
States took part. The first U.S. 


Vietnam War 


troops entered Vietnam in 
March 1965. Until 1969, North 
Vietnamandthe United States 
did most of the fighting. By 
1969, the Vietnam War 
seemed endless, and many 
Americans opposed Ameri- 
can involvement in the war. 
As a result, United States 
slowly began to withdraw 
troops.On 29" April 1975, the 
US began a massive helicop- 
ter evacuation, airlifting 1000 

Americans and 6000 South 

Vietnamese from the capital 

city of Saigon. The official 

last day of the war was 30" 

April 1975, when South Viet- 

nam surrendered to North 

Vietnam. 


— 


Throw away 
your francs. We 
accept only euros! 


wards. 


Historic Lasts 


Euro Nations 
The Euroalso became the currency of countries 
Outside the Eurozone. Andorra, Monaco, San Ma- 
rino, the Vatican, and the French Overseas Territo- 
ries including Martinique and Guadalupe in the 
Caribbean and Reunion in the Indian Ocean all ac- 
cepted the Euro as their currency from 2002 on- 


Which were the last days of 
different currencies in the Eu- 
rozone? 

The term Eurozone is used to 
describe the countries of the Eu- 
ropean Union that haveadopted 
the Euro as their currency. The 
12 member nations of the Euro- 
zone had to give up their own 
currencies in the process. The 
first two months of 2002 saw the 
last days of several currencies in 
Europe. The last day for the 
Dutch guilder was 28" January 
2002, while February 9° and 17" 
were the last days of the Irish 
punt, andFrench franc. February 
28" marked the last day for the 
Austrian, Belgian, Finish, Ger- 
man, Greek, Italian, Luxemburg, 
Portuguese, and Spanish cur- 
rencies. All these countries now 
had one common currency in 
place of 12 different ones- and 
that currency was the Euro. Eng- 
land still holds on to Pound 
Sterling. 


Morse Code 

Instrument 
When was the last se the 

Morsecode was used? 

Morse code was a system of com- 
munication in which letters and 
numbers were represented by dots 
and dashes that could be transmit- 


™ . ~ 


Last Day of 
the World 
There have been many 
predictions as to when the 
world will end. The French as- 
trologer Nostradamus had pre- 
dicted that the world would end on 
4 July 1999. Some people be- 
lieved that the end would bé on 
May 21*, 2011. December 21°, 
2012 is the predicted dooms- 
day for planet Earth ac- 
cording to Mayan - 
prophecies. 
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ted by telegraph in the for 
of sound, and also as flashes 
of light. The code was invent 
ed by Samuel Morse. The 
Morse code was used exte 
sively by ships at sea. It wag 
used in emergencies 
throughout the  worldg 
However, as technology adag 
vanced, the Morse code bes 
came obsolete. 

The last official day o 
Morse code for distress sig 


Why was the Julian 
: calendar abandoned? 

The Julian calendar wa 
introducedby Julius Caesa 
in 45 BC. It had twel /e 
months in a year, like the. 
presentcalendar, andaleap, 
year every four years. How: 


nals at sea was January 


3151999. On July 12" of the 

~ sameyear,thelastcommercial hs pat aoe k 
Morse transmission was made XN the chip ie in ATs 
by Globe Wireless in USA,and =~ me: anger! ail Az 


itwas the sameas the veryfirst 
Morse code message - ‘What 
hath God wrought?’ The 
Morse code, the language 
which has saved countless 
sailors’ lives, was being con- 
signed to_history, a victim of. 


~ technology. 


ma 


ever, the 4-year rule was not fol- 
lowed in the first years after the in- 
troduction of the Julian calendar. 
Due to a counting error, every 3° 
year was a leap year in the first years 


of this calendar's existence. There 


was also a period without a leap 
_year that was ordered by the Em- 
peror Augustus, in order to make 
up for the surplus of leap years in- 
troduced previously. On the whole, 
the Julian calendar proved inaccu- 
rate when calculating the spring 
equinox and religious festivals, and 
So,itwasreplacedbythe Gregorian 
Calendar, which is used tothis day. 
4" October 1582 is generally ac- 
cepted as the last day of the Julian 
calendar. However, some coun- 
tries continued to use it for hun- 
dredsofyears more. 


Historic Lasts 


P yicy, some 


, month ofthe year. 


Last 

Month ~“v 
Did youknow 
thatDecem- “Ce 
ber was not = 
always thelast month of 
the year? The Roman year 
beganand ended on 25" 
March, making December 
the 10" month. Infact, the 
name‘December’ is de- 
rived fromthe Latin word 
for ‘ten’. twas only when 
the Gregorian calendar 
was adopted thatthe year 
began on January 1* and 
December became the last 


a 7 - if is 7 
Millennium Island 


Which was the last day of 
the second millennium? 

When did the second millenni- 
um end? Some people say that it 
was on December 31* 2000. They 
point out that the calendar runs 
from 1 BC to 1 AD without the 


year 0 in between. So, two thou- 
—— 


Hi, buddy let's > 
celebrate the new 
“a 


Y No, We have 
to wait for one 
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Millennium Pipes a 
Island { S&B) 
Caroline y SS) 
Island is one 
of the first 
points of ; 
land on Earth to see the 
New Year every January 
1*. Itwas the first place on’ 
Earthtowitness the dawn 
of the new millennium, 
andinhonour of that privi- 
lege, wasrenamed Millen- 
niumIsland. : 


_— sas bi 


sandyears since thebirthof Chris 
were over only at the end of th 
year 2000. | 

They may be right, but most 
people celebrated the last day o 
the second millennium on D 
cember 31% 1999. However, th 
millennium ended at differen 
times in different parts of the 
world. The first place to witnes: 
the last day of the old millenniu 
was the Caroline Islands belong 
ing to the Republic of Kiribati 
These islands lie in the West Pacif: 
ic, and are 14 hours ahead of 
Greenwich Meantime. The las 
place in which the old millenniu 
lingered was Ebon Atoll, which is 
part of the Republic of Marshall 
Islands.Ebon Atoll is 12 hours be-! 
hind Greenwich Meantime. 
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A Man of Talents 
Luis Alvarezwas 
aphysicist with 
wide ranging in- 
terests. Itwashe 
who put forward 
the idea that di- 
nosaurs might 
have been wiped 
out by the impact 
ofan asteroid 
crashing to Earth. 
Alvarez’s col- 
leagues some- 
times called him 
the ‘prize wild 
idea man,’ be- 
cause of the huge 
range of his activ- 
ities. He won the 
Nobel Prizefor 
Physics in 1968. 


Luis Alvarez 
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Which was the last major asteroid 
impact? 

Asteroids, comets, and meteorites are 
the debris left over after a meteoroid has 
burned up in the outer atmosphere. 
Whenever any of these collide with the 
Earth, the result is devastating. The last 
such impact occurred in the year 1930. 

On February 17*, 1930, a meteorite hit 
Paragould, in Northeast Arkansas. Atthat 
time, it was the largest stony meteorite 
in the world to be seen falling and recov- 
ered, 

Another famous asteroid im- 
pact happened on Earth on 
13" August of the same year, 
when an asteroid exploded 
in the sky above the River 
Curuca in Brazil. At about 
eight o'clock, the sun became 
blood-red, and darkness fell 
over the region. Three mighty ex- 
plosions were heard in rapid suc- 
cession. Immediately after the 
explosions, the whole forest be- 
came a blazing inferno, which 
lasted for several months. 
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rs Asteroid Hit 
5 There area number of 
stories of people being in- 

‘ jured, and even killed, by mete- 

orites. On 30° November 1954, 
Mrs. Hewlett Hodges of the USA 
was hit by an asteroid. A four kilo- 
gramme asteroid crashed through 

the roof of her home, and she was 


struck as she slept in the living 
room. Fortunately, her in- 


jury wasnotserious. 


Whendid Halley’s Comet 
appear last? 

About every 75 years, a 
very special member of the 
solar system comes close to 
the Sun. It is Halley’s Comet, 
which is the brightest and 
most noticeable of all the 
comets that appear regular- 
ly. Do you know what a 
cometis? Comets are objects 
in space that are made up of 
gas, ice, dust, and small par- 
ticles of rock. They travel 
around the Sun in an orbit. 
They are warmed up as they 
approach the Sun. This 
causes the comet to forma 
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467 BC, it was Edmund Halley who 


@ “Don't worry! 7 
{ That's only our 
& Halley's Comet. 


£ 


head and tail. The head is the 
cloud-like mass we see in the front: 
The tail is the trailing part which is 
made up of small particles and ice 

Halley’s Comet is named after 
Edmond Halley, who calculated its 
orbit. Though it was noticed by 
Chinese astronomers as early aS 


recorded its appearance in 1682, 
The comet has appeared regularly 
every 75 to 76 years, in 1758, 1835 
1910 and 1986. Its last appearance 
was in 1986, and it is expected t 
appear next in 2061. 

: Tell Me Why, 
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n July 1994, the Shoemaker-Levy 9 comet broke apart 
and collided with Jupiter. This event gave astronomers a 
unique opportunity to observe what happens when such a 
collision occurs. The largest fragments were 2 kms in diam- 
eter, and struck Jupiter at a speed of around 60 km/s. The 


impact scars were clearly visible for months after the impact. 


Why is Neptune considered the last 
planet to be discovered in our solar sys- 
tem? 

Our solar system consists of the sun, plan- 
ets, moons, dwarf planets, asteroids, comets, 
meteors, and others. Of all the planets in our 
solar system, the six nearest the Sun can be 
seen with the naked eye. So these planets- 

Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, 

and Saturn- have been observed 

since ancient times. The first plan- 

et to be discovered using a tele- 

scope was Uranus, in 1781. 

Neptune, the eighth planet was 

discovered only in 1846. Pluto 

was discovered in 1930, but it 

is nownot classified as a planet, 

and so Neptune is considered 

to be the last planet to be dis- 
covered in our solar system. 


Neptune 


OS ia as, stronomers have detected what could be 

2 > ee new planet in our solar system. It was first s 
Sas ues Seti by astronomersat California's Palomar Observ. 
‘eR oy Se, §=«tory, and has been given the name ‘Sedna’. Se 


na, or 2003 VB12, as itwas originally designated) 
is the most distant object yet found orbiting our) 
Sun. However, there is some debate as to wheth) 
Sedna eritis a true planet, oraplanetoid like Pluto. 


The Apollo 11 was the first manned ~ 
mission that successfully landed on ~ 
the Moon. Manned by three Ame 
can astronauts, Apollo’s lunar mod 
ule, the Eagle, landed on the face 
the Moon on July 20", 1969. N 
Armstrong and Edwin Aldrin were 
the first men to walk on the Moon. — 
Three years later, Apollo 17 was the 
last Apollo Mission to land men on — 
the Moon. It carried the only trained 
geologist to walk on the lunar sur- 
face - Harrison Schmitt. The 
Apollo 17 astronauts tra- 
versed the greatest dis- 
tance on the Moon, us-_ . 
ing the lunar roving ve~ ¥ 


m 
hicle. They also re- ey @: 
e* 


turned the greatest & ey 
amount of samples of 7 


CrewofApollo 17 - % 
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rock and soil. The last 
human being to walk 
on the Moon was the 
Commander of Apollo 
17, Eugene Cernan. No 
humans have visited 
the Moon since Decem- 
ber 14° 1972. 


y Don’ t forget \ 


to mail me, 
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President Kennedy - Minutes 
before his Assassination 


Who was the last President of 
the United States to be assassi- 
nated? 

Four American presidents have 
been assassinated while in office. 
They were Abraham Lincoln in 
1865, James Garfield in 1881, Wil- 
liam McKinley in 1901,and John F. 
Kennedy in 1963. 

President Kennedy was the last 
American president to be assassi- 
nated. Kennedy and his wife, Jac- 
queline, were travelling in a motor- 
cade through the streets of Dallas, 
on November 22", 1963. At 12:30 
P.M.,shotsrangout. The president, 
who was riding in the back seat of 
a convertible, was hit in the neck 
and head. He died at 1:00 P.M. Lee 
Harvey Oswald was arrested as the 
suspected assassin of Kennedy. 
On November 24", while in police 
custody, Oswald was murdered. 
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When was the last 


war fought by India ? 
The Kargil War, was an 
armed conflict between 
India and Pakistan that 
took place between May 
and July 1999 in the 
Kargil district, and else- 
where along the Line of 


There are many similarities between Abra- 
ham Lincoln, the first President of the United 
States, and John Kennedy. Lincoln was elected 
President in 1860, Kennedy in 1960. Both 
were assassinated on a Friday, both were shot 
in the head, and both were succeeded by men 
named Johnson. Both Lincoln’s and 


Jubilant Indian Soldiers, 
after Capturing ' 
Batalik sector, 

during Kargil War 
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AMAZING 


Similar Presidents 


Kennedy’s assassins were themselves 
assassinated before their trials. 


Abraham Lincoln 


A ETI PEI re 


Control. The conflict is also referred to 
as Operation Vijay, which was the 
name of the Indian operation to clear 
the Kargil sector. 

The cause of the war was the infiltra- 
tion of Pakistani soldiers and militants 
into positions on the Indian side of the 


Spanish 
American War 
The last war fought be- 
| tween Spain and the USA 
| was in 1898. The war end- 


| ed disastrously for Spain 


-\ which lost Cuba, Puerto | 
\ Rico, Guam and the Phil- | 
ippinestothe USA. 


LOC, which serves as 
the border between 
the two states. Paki- 
stani paramilitary 
forces were led by 
GeneralAshrafRashid. 
The Indian Army, later 
on supported by the 
Indian Air Force, re- 
captured all the posi- 
tions on the Indian 
side of the LOC infil- 
trated by the Pakistani 
troops and militants. 
This was only the 
second direct ground 
war between any two 
countries after they 
had developed nucle- 
arweapons. 
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LAST WORDS 


Socrates : “Crito, we owe a 
rooster to Asclepius. Please, 
don’t forget to pay the debt” 
Pablo Picaso : "Drink to me” 
Julius Caesar: “Et Tu Brute?” 
Archimedes : “Wait till | have 
finished my problem” 
Beethoven : “Friends applaud, 
the comedy is over." 

Franklin D Roosevelt : “| have a 
terrific headache” 

Karl Marx :"Go on, get out! Last 
words are for fools who haven't 
said enough” 

Winston Churchill : “| am ready 
to meet my maker. Whether 

my maker is prepared for the 
ordeal of meeting me is another 
matter” 

Leonardo da Vinci : “| have 
offended God and mankind 
because my work did not reach 
the quality it should have” 
Napoleon | :"Chief of the Army” 
George Bernard Shaw :“! want 
to sleep...” 

Mao Zedong :“ feel ill. Call the 
doctors” 

Charles Darwin :“| am not the 
least afraid to die” 

Joan of Arc: “Hold the cross 
high so | may see it through the 
flames!” 

Mahatma Gandhi :"He Ram” 
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P risthetel ne re Place where Battle oj 
mistake me! I'mnota Wounded Knee was Fought 


victimof Battleof =) 
— _wvomaed Knee. 


: Battle of Wounded Knee 
The Battleof Wounded Knee wasthelastoftheRed In- 
dian wars in America. It occurred onthe banks of the 

Wounded Knee Creek, USA on December 29" 1890. 
% Who was the last British Prime Minister 
to be assassinated? 

Spencer Perceval was the only British 
Prime Minister to be assassinated, so he can 
claim to be both the first and last British pre- 
| mier to be killed by an assassin! He was the 
. Prime Minister of Britain from 4 * October 

1809 to 11" May 1812. Spencer Perceval was 
almost 47 years old when George Ill ap- 
pointed him as Prime Minister. On 11% May 
1812, while on his way to take part in a de- 
bate, Perceval was shot in the lobby of the 
House of Commons by John Bellingham, the Old Bailey, 

who had been trying unsuccessfully to ob- condemned to | 
tain government compensation for debts death on 15‘ May, 
incurred while he was in Russia. Bellingham and he was execut-_ 
gave himself up immediately, was tried at ed three days later. 
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Spencer Perceval 


The Last Invasion in Britain 

The last invasion in Britaincame 
when the French invaded Wales. 
In 1797, Napoleon Bonaparte 
was busy conquering in central 
Europe. In his absence the newly 
formed French government, the 
Directory, decidedto invade Brit- 
ain. Within two days, the invasion 
had collapsed, and French force 


surrendered to the British. 


Which was Napoleon’s last 
battle? 

Napoleon Bonaparte was one 
of the greatest military leaders 
in history. He was made com- 
mander of the French army in 
Italy. In 1798, Napoleon con- 
quered Ottoman-ruled Egypt. 
In 1804, he became the Emper- 
or of France. Napoleon helped 
remake the map of Europe, and 
established many government 
reforms, but constant battles 
eventually led to his downfall. 


Napoleon 


Napoleon's last battlewas the 
BattleofWaterloo. It was fought 
between the French, under the 
commandof Napoleon, and the 
Allied armies commanded by 
the Duke of Wellington from 
Britain, and General Blucher 
fromPrussia.Napoleon’s defeat 
at Waterloo marked the end of 
the Emperor's final bid for pow- 
er, and the final chapter in his 
remarkable career. 


Battle of Waterloo - A Painting 


Which are the last battles on 


British soil? Last Execution in 
The Battle of Sedgemoor was TowerofLondon 
the last battle fought on English The last execution 
soil. It was fought in 1685, when in the Tower of Lon- 
England was ruled by King James don took place on 
ll. James faced a rebellion, led by August 14", 1941, 
the Duke of Monmouth. The rebel- when Josef Jakobs, a 
lion was easily crushed after the German spy, was shot 
battle of Sedgemoor in 1685. pan rags de 
The Battle of Culloden was the Pane ge ‘ at steady 
last battle in mainland Britain. It rn ae are 
was fought on Scottish soil in 1746, ‘ronan 
at a place called Culloden Moor. 
The Scots, led by Prince Charles Who was the last 
Edward Stuart fought against the prisonerintheTower 
English Duke of Cumberland. of London? 
Prince Charlie fought on behalf of The Tower of Lon- 
his father, James Francis Edward don has a great place 
Stuart, in a bid to establish the re- in history. It is the old- 


birth of the Scottish nation under est fortress, palace, 
Scottishrule.The Scottish army was and prison of its type 
massacred by the English, and anywhere in Europe. It 
Cumberland became notorious as has also been the 
‘Butcher Cumberland’. home of the Royal Me- 

; nagerie and the Crown 
Jewels. With a long his- 
tory of executions, 
murder and _ torture, 
ranging from hanging, 
beheading, to being 
hung, drawn and quar- 
tered, the Tower of 
London also ranks as 
one of the most haunt- 
ed castles in Britain. 
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Battle of Sedgemoor 


priest, even during the 
last moments. The eight- 
man firing squad from 
the Scots Guards aimed 
at a piece of white lint 
pinned over his heart. 
Five of the eight shots 
pierced the lint at pre- 
cisely 7:12 A.M. There 
have been no executions 
at the Tower sincethen. 


The Tower of London has held 
many famous prisoners, includ- 
ing Sir Thomas More, Thomas 
Cromwell,andSirWalterRaleigh. 
The last prisoner to be held in 
the Tower was Rudolf Hess, who 
served as Hitler's deputy in 
World War II. Hess flew alone to 
Britain to try and negotiate a 
peace deal, without the backing 


Rudolf Hess 


Main Entrance tothe Tower of London 


of his country. He was found bya 
Scots farmer, and arrested. He 
was held for four days in the 
Tower ofLondon. Later, he faced 
trial for war crimes at Nurem- 
burg, and was convicted. Hess 
spent the last years of his life in 
the Spandau prison in Germany, 
where he died in 1987. 


Tower of London 
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St. Peter’s Square - 
(the location of the assassination undies 
attempt marked bya stone tablet) 


Pope John Paul II 


Who was the last Pope 
to face an assassination 


Over the centuries, many 
popes have been mur- 
dered or assassinated. The 
first was Pope John VIII, 
who in 1882, was first poi- 
soned, and then clubbed 
to death. Most murders 
happened in the Middle 
Ages. In modern times, 
fortunately, no Pope has 
been assassinated so far. 
However, there was an as- 
sassination attempt on 
Pope John Paul Il. On 13 


May 1981, the Pope was 
being driven in his Pope- 
mobile when he was hit 
by four bullets fired from 
a pistol. 

Two bullets struck him 
in the stomach, one hit 
his right arm, and the 
fourth hit his little finger. 
By the grace of god, he re- 
covered fully after a five 
hour operation. The Pope 
forgave his attacker, a 


‘ Turkish man named Meh- 


met Ali Agca, and even 
visited him in prison. John 
Paul Il was the last Popeto 
face an assassination at- 
tempt. 
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When was the last nuclear 
bomb dropped? 

The first nuclear bomb meant to 
kill humans exploded over Hiro- 
shima, Japan, on August 6", 1945. 
The last nuclear bomb was 
dropped three days later,on the 9" 
August 1945, on Nagasaki. 

The bomb that was used for Na- 
gasaki on August 9" 1945, was 
called ‘Fat Man’. This weapon 
weighed about 4500 kilogrammes, 
and was approximately 3 metres 
and 20 centimetres long. It had an 
explosive capacity equivalent to 
around 20,000 tonnes of higher 
explosives. Almost all living things, 
which included humans and ani- 
mals, were burned to death as a re- 
sult of the bombing. 

The survivors and their children 
suffered horrific forms of radiation 
sickness long after the explosion. 
The bomb dropped on Nagasaki 
wasalso the last majoractofWorld 
War Il, before the Japanese surren- 
dered. 

Estimates of people 
who died in Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki are above 
1, 40, 000. People con- 
tinued to suffer radiation 
diseases for more than 
two generation. This 
event is the most inhu- 
man act in humanhistory. Fatman 
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Little Boy 

The bomb that was 
dropped on 
Hiroshima on August 
6" 1945 was code 
named ‘Little Boy’. 
Itwas the first nuclear 
weaponused in 
warfare. Thebomb 
wasdroppedfroman 
American war plane, 
knownas Enola Gay. 
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formed experiments in space. Columbia 
broke up over North central Texas on 
Feb 1%, 2003, as it descended from orbit 
into the atmosphere towarda landing at 
Kennedy Space Centre in Florida. Seven 
astronauts aboard the shuttle were lost 
in the disaster. 

Columbia was the oldest 
shuttle in the NASA fleet. 
It first was launched in 
1981. The fatal flight 
was its 28 mission, 
and the last space 
shuttle disaster to 
date. Indian born 
aerospace engi- 

= neer Kalpana 
vA Chawla died in 
q = thisdisaster. 
z ( 4 \ Kalpana 
eg J \ % Chawla 
t we pa 
No, that's 


| ag \ Columbia! 
e Look! That's " a - 


f anew star. 


Which was the last space shuttle 
disaster? 

The space Shuttle Columbia was 
launched on January 16", 2003. Colum- 
bia was on a 16-day science research 
mission in Earth’s orbit which per- 


th pest 


Columbia 
Lifting off on its 
Final Mission 
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When was the last outbreak of 
plague? 

Plague has caused more fear and 
terror than perhaps any other infec- 
tious disease in the history of human- 
kind. Plague bacteria are carried by 
fleas that infect wild rodents, rabbits 
and cats, which then pass the disease 
on to humans. Plague has laid claim 
to nearly 200 million lives, and gener- 
ally been considered a disease of the 
Middle Ages. However, there have 
been multiple outbreaks in India and 
Africa duringthe lust 20 years. 

India was plague-free from 1966 
until 1994. In August 1994, a large 
number of rats died in Mamala, a vil- 
lage near Beed. In September and 
October, there were cases of plague 
in the city of Beed in the state of Ma- 
harashtra. Shortly afterwards, there 
were numerous cases in the coastal 
city of Surat, 300 km further west in 
the state of Gujarat. Hundreds of 
thousands of people fled, the city and 
headed for Bombay, New Delhi and 
Calcutta. The panic reactions and the 
enormous media response, which 
then followed show how this disease 
still plays on the imagination and fears 
of mankind. Thankfully, this appears 
to be the last outbreak of plague in In- 
dia. What we must remember is that 
though plague can be fatal, it can be 


treated with antibiotics if detected 
early. 


Smallpox is a serious, contagious, 
andsometimes fatal, infectious disease. There 
is no specific treatment for smallpox disease, and 
the only prevention is vaccination. The ‘pox’ part of 
‘smallpox’ is derived from the Latin word for ‘spotted’. It 
refers to the raised bumps that appear on the face and body 
of an infected person. 

Smallpox, whichis believed to have originated over 3,000 years 
ago, is one of the most devastating diseases known to humanity. 
For centuries, repeated epidemics swept across continents, deci- — 
mating populations, and changing the course of history. However, 
the disease is now eradicated after a successful worldwide vaccina- 
tion program. 

The last naturally occurring case in the world was in Somalia in 
1977. In October, 1977, Ali Maow 
Maalin of Somalia contracted Vari- 
ola minor Smallpox , becoming 
the last person in the world to 
contract smallpox naturally. 
On October 22", 1977, he 
contracted the disease. He 
ultimately recovered 

from the disease. 


They're just 
pimples - not 
small pox! 


he last smallpox death was that of Janet 
Parker, an English medical photographer. She 
was exposed to smallpox in a laboratory acci- 
dent, and passed away in September of 1978. 
On May 8'*, 1980, the World health Organiza- 
tion declared smallpox eradicated. 
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Field Marshal Sam Manekshaw 
crafted India’s greatest military victo- 
ry in the 1971 Indo-Pak war. This was 
the war that created not just history, 
but also a new nation-Bangladesh. 
Shortly before he retired in January 
1973, he was made a Field Marshal. 
; Manekshaw is the first of only two 
mnie Indian military officers to hold the 
Field Marshal highest rank of Field Marshal of the 
‘Sa Mhanek Taw Indian Army. The other person to 
- hold this rank was Field Marshal KM 
Cariappa, who was conferred the 
rankof Field Marshalin 1986. He led 
the Indian forces during the Indo 
Pakistan War of 1947. Sam Manek- 
shaw was the only Field Marshal to 
have been appointed to this rank 
whilestillaservingofficer.Cariappa 
was appointed to this rank more 
than 30 years after his retirement. 


) 


Field Marshal K .M.Cariappa 


La st to Sur ri f 
ahima Banu from the Barisal district of Bang- 
ladesh, is the last known person to have beenin- 
fected with naturally occurring Variola major 4 
smallpox. The case occurred on 16" October = 
1975. The World Health Organization team cared 
for Banu, and she recovered fully. 
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Which was Mag- 
ellan’s last jour- 
ney? 

Ferdinand Magel- 
lan was a Portu- 
guese sea captain. 
In 1513, Magellan 
asked King Manuel 
of Portugal for per- 
mission to Sail to the 
Spice Islands in the 


Ferdinand Magellan 


S 


The voyage began 
on September 20°, 
1519. From his ship, 
Magellan com- 
manded a total of 
241 men and a fleet 
of five ships. The 
fleet sailed across 
the Atlantic Ocean 
to South America, 
and followed the 


Far East. The king refused Mag- 
ellan's proposal, so in 1518, 
Magellan went to Spain. Magel- 
lan convinced King Charles | of 
Spain to support his voyage. 
The king promised Magellan 
one-fifth of the profits from the 
voyage to the Spice Islands. 


| i. ‘This part of the 


journey ie Sponsored ) 


a 


South American coast. In late 
March 1520, Magellan's fleet an- 
chored at Puerto San Julian in 
whatisnowsouthern Argentina, 
and resumed their voyage on 
October 18". 

Magellan and his men were 
the first Europeans ever to sail 
across the Pacific, and it was far 
larger than anyone had imag- 
ined. They went for 98 days with- 
out seeing any land. They ran 
out of food, and used almost all 
their water. They finally reached 
the Philippines where they stayed 


» ) for many weeks. On April 27", 
7 1521, Ferdinand Magellan was 


killed when he took part in a 
battle between rival Filipino 
groups, and that was the end of 
Magellan’s last journey. 


Why is Horatio Nelson’s last 
battle memorable? 

Nelson was a British naval com- 
mander and national hero. He won 
many victories against the French, 
but lost his right eye and right arm 
in battle. A courageous leader, he 
was bold enoughtodisobey orders 
if he thought it necessary. At the 
Battle of Copenhagen, he ignored 
orders to cease action by putting 
his telescope to his blind eye and 
claiming he couldn't seen the sig- 
nal to withdraw! 

Nelson’s most famous engage- 
ment was also his last. On October 
215* 1805, at Cape Trafalgar, Nelson 
saved Britain from threat of inva- 
sion by Napoleon, but it would be 
his last battle. Nelson's fleet en- 
gaged the enemy and was in the 
process of achieving his greatest 


Battle of Trafalgar - 
A Painting { : 


triumph when he was 
shot by a French marine. 
The bullet entered his 
left shoulderand pierced 
the lung, before lodging 
against his spine. Four 
hours later, the admiral 
died, just as his fleet was 
completing its victory. 


Admiral Nelson 


Which was David Livingstone’s last 
expedition? 

David Livingstone was a missionary, and 
one of the greatest European explorers of 
Africa. 

In 1842, he began a four year expedition 
to find a route from the upper Zambezi to 
the coast. This filled huge gaps in western 
knowledge of Central and Southern Africa. 
In 1855, Livingstone discovered a spec- 
tacular waterfall which he named ‘Victoria 
Falls’. He reached the mouth of the Zam- 
bezion the Indian Ocean in May 1856, be- 


Robert Scott 


Why was Robert Scott’s last journey a 
tragic one? : 

Acentury ago, in 1910, a British naval of- 
ficer Robert Falcon Scott dreamt of being 
the first man to reach the South Pole. He 
led histeam through miserable conditions 
and struggled with frostbite, the death of 
their ponies, and a shortage of food. When 
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David Livingstone 


coming the first Eu- 
ropean to cross the 
width of Southern 
Africa. 

He returned to 
Britain to be wel- 


the British team fi- 
nally arrived at the 
South Pole, they 
found the Norwe- 
gian flag flying there. 
The Norwegian ex- 
plorer Roald Amund- 
sen had beatthem in 
theraceto the South 
Pole by five weeks! 
Robert Scott's re- 
turn trip was a tragic 
one. One of his men 
went insane, and an- 
other disappeared. 
All five members 
died, and the last 
three were over- 
whelmed by a bliz- 
zard when only a few 


Tell Me Whv 


comed as a hero, but soon left 
for Africa again. This expedition 
provedto be his last. After noth- 
ing was heard from him for 
many months, Henry Stanley, 
an explorer and journalist, set 
out to find Livingstone. This re- 
sulted in their meeting near 
Lake Tanganyika in October 
1871 during which Stanley ut- 
tered the famous phrase, ‘Dr 
Livingstone | presume?’ Living 
stone died on 15*May 1873. 


Scott’s Team 


o you know 
Comers ) 


originates? _/ 


Last Message 
Robert Scott’s 
last message was 
found by his 
side, when his 
body was discov- 
ered eight 
months later. He 
had written ‘We 
took risks, we 
knew wetook 
them; things have 
come out against 
us, and therefore, 
we have no cause 
forcomplaint, but 
bow to the will of 
Providence, deter- 


miles from their depot. Their bodies 
Were later recovered, together with 


mined still to do 
our best to the 
last...’ 


Scott's diaries, their records, and valua- 


ble scientific collections. 
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Indian Anna 


An anna was a 
currency unit 
formerly used in 
South India, equal 
to 1/16 rupee. The 
anna is not 
commonly used 
since India 
decimalised its 
currency in 1957. 
Sometimes, 50 
paise is colloqui- 
ally referred to as 
8 annas(Athanni 
in Hindi and Urdu, 
and Ettu ana, pro- 
nounced ‘Ettna’ in 
Tamil, Malayalam 
and Entu Aane 
pronunced as 
Entane in Kanna- 


da) and 25 paise as 
4 annas. There was | 


a coin of one anna, 
and also half-an- 
nas of copper and 
two-anna pieces 
of silver. 


George Mallory and Sandy Irvine 
were both British climbers. Having 
climbed extensively in Britain and 
the Alps, Mallory was invited to join 
the first Everest expedition in 1921. 
On his third and last expedition to 
Mount Everest, Mallory and Irvine 
climbed to their last camp at 8138 
metres high up on the North Ridge 
of Everest. The pair's last known 
sighting was only a few hundred 
metres from the summit. 

Mallory’s ultimate fate was un- 
known for 75 years, until his body 
was discovered in 1999 by an expe- 
dition that had set out to search for 
the climbers’ remains. 
Whether or 

not Mallory 
andIrvine 
reached 
the sum- 
mit be- 
fore they 
died re- 
mains a 
subject of 
specula- 
tion and 
continuing 
research. 


George Mallory 


Why is the first and 
last voyage of the Ti- 
tanica part of history? 

Who has not heard of 
the Titanic? It was the 
largest shipintheworld 
at the time that it was 
built. It was considered 
to be unsinkable due to 
its innovative design 
and strong steel hull. 
The ship was the last 
word in luxury, and truly 
afloating palace. 

The Titanic set. sail 
from Southampton, 
England to New York on 
April 10% 1912. It had 
more than 2,200 pas- 
sengers and crew mem- 
bers on board, yet was 
only equipped with 16 
lifeboats which would 
only hold only 1,708 
people. The first days of 
the voyage towards New 


- STOPITI don't 
have the time to 


Se 
York were like a party. Passengers cele- 
brated in grand fashion. But on the 14" 
of April when the Titanic was in the 
middle of the Atlantic Ocean, tragedy 
struck. A lookout spotted an iceberg at 
11.40 pm, but it was too late to turn 
around. The Titanic hitthe iceberg. The 
hull of the ship was so badly damaged 
that tonnes of water flooded in. The Ti- 
tanic finally split apart down the mid- 
dle, and sank. Two-thirds of her 2,200 
passengers went down with the ship. 

The unsinkable ship that sank lay 
beneath the Atlantic Ocean for 71 
years until the wreck was discovered 
by an underwater explorer named 
Robert Ballard. 


An Underwater Photograph of the 
Wreck of RMS Titanic 
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Why did the Hindenburg’s 
last flight, mark the end ofan 
era? 

An airship is an aircraft that 
gets its lift from a large balloon 
filled withgas-either hydrogen, 
or helium. It is powered by an 
engine. The Hindenburg was 
the largest airship ever built — it 
was over 243 metres long from 
its nose to its massive tail fins. 
On 6 May 1937, the Hinden- 
burg was coming to land_ in 


the Titan. 


= 


ABritish author, Morgan Robertson wroteal 
book called ‘Futility’ in 1898 about a ship called 
In his story, the Titan was a supposedl 
_G* -sunsinkable ship that hit an iceberg and sank on its maiden 


The Hindenburg 


New Jersey after a routine 
transatlantic flight from Ger- 
many. The airship pulled up to 
its mooring post, let down its 
ropes to the ground crew, an 
at that point something went 
horribly wrong. A fire started 
near the tail, and ignited the 
rest of the hydrogen in the ship 
very quickly. The Hindenburg 
exploded into flames, killing 36 
people. The last journey of the 
Hindenburg also marked the 
end of the era of airships, as 
Adolf Hitler banned all further 
airshipflightson May11%, 


oe BELIEVE ir | 


Sixth Sense 


voyage...just like the real Titanic. Another similarity was tha 
in Robertson’s story, two thirds of the passengers perished be- 
cause the Titan did not have enough lifeboats! It was almost a 
though Robertson had a sixth sense of the disaster that was to 
happen more than a decade later. Funnily enough, the story wa 
rejected by publishers because they tale that it was not credible. 
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Princess Diana 


Diana, Princess of 
Wales, died after a car 
crash in Paris on August 
31% 1997. The accident 


happened after the princess left the 
Ritz Hotel in the Frenchcapital with her 
companion, Dodi Al Fayed. This was 
destined to be her last car journey. 
Their Mercedes car, which was appar- 
ently being pursued at high speed by 
photographers on motorbikes, hit a 
pillar, and smashed into a wall. Mr. Al 
Fayed and the chauffeur died on the 
spot, but the princess and her body- 
guard were cut from the wreckage and 
rushed to hospital, where surgeons 
tried in vain for two hours to save her 
life. 

The news of her death was greeted 
with shock and horror, sorrow, and 
outpourings of grief. Her funeral 
marked her final journey, as her coffin 
was borne on a flower bedecked gun 
carriage. Over a million people lined 
the route of the funeral cortege to the 
abbey, andlater,to her family home. A 
very public day of mourning ended 
with a private ceremony when Diana 
was finally buried on an island in the 
teehee ia at prhee. 


) communication and navigation” 
instruments. The pair made it to 
New Guinea in 21 days. During 
the next leg of the trip, they de- 
parted from New Guinea for 
Howland Island, in the Pacific” 
Ocean, and disappeared! 
July 2"4, 1937, was the last time 
What happened on Amelia Earhart communicated. No one 
Earhart’s last flight? knows for sure what happened, 
Amelia Earhart was a woman but many people believe they” 
with a great passion for flying. got lost, and simply ran out of 
She was known as the ‘queen of fuel, crashed, and died. 
the air’. After becoming the first 
woman to fly across the Atlantic © Amelia Earhart 
as a passenger in 1928, her next 
goal was to achieve a transatlan- 
tic crossing alone. She achieved 
this feat in1932, and was 
the first woman to do so. 
On June 1937, Amelia 
started her next trip to 
fly around the world 
with Fred Noonan as her 
navigator. No one knows why, 
but she left behind important 


Lincoln’s Funeral 


; Abraham Lincoln’s 
Train 


LastJourney 
Abraham Lincoln’s last 
journeywas inthefuneral 
train that carried his 
body. The train left 
Washington on the 21*of 
April 1865. Nearly 3200 
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Concorde 


. 


Why was the Concorde’s last flight greet- 
ed with cheers and tears? 

The Concorde was the fastest passenger 
plane ever built. It could carry 100 passengers 
in style across the Atlantic in just three and a 
half hours, flying at more than twice the speed 
of sound. However, British Airways decided to 
retire the famous aircraft after 27 years because 
itwas no longer profitable. The fleet also never 
really recovered from the crash of Air France’s 
Concorde aircraft outside Paris in July 2000. 

On October 24' 2003, the Concorde made 
its final flight. Three flights landed at Heath- 
row airport within five minutes of each other, 
watched by thousands on Friday afternoon. 
The last transatlantic flight carried 100 celeb- 
rities from New York, cheers fora magnificent 
machine...and tears for the end of an era. 


kilometres were traversed, and people 
lined the entire distance, almost without 
interval, standing with uncovered heads, 
mute with grief, as the funeral train swept 
by. Even night and falling showers did not 
keep the mourners away from honouring 
their beloved President on his last jour- 
ney. 
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Amy Johnson 
Amy Johnson 
was the first 
woman to fly 
solo from Eng- 
land to Aus- 
tralia in 1930. 
On January 5" 
1941, she took 
off alonein 
thick, freezing 
fogfrom 
Blackpool Air- 


Amy Johnson 


port, to deliver 
a plane. Four 
andahalf 
hours later, 
her plane 
crashed into 
the Thames es- 
tuary. She was 
seen parachut- 
ing out of the 
plane, but her 
body was nev- 
errecovered. 
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Challenger 
Disaster 


The Challenger space shuttle flew nine 
successful missions before its fatal last 
flight in January 28, 1986. From the begin- 
ning, though, the mission was plagued by 
problems. The Challenger finally lifted off 
at 11:38 am on 28" January. It quickly ac- 
celerated to more than twice the speed of 
sound, and reached a height of 16 kilome- 
tres, before exploding into a massive ball of 
flame and smoke. The flight had lasted just 
73 seconds, and the entire crew of seven 
astronauts was killed. 

The crew had included a school teacher, 
Sharon Christa McAuliffee. Her husband and 
children, along with the families of the other 
six astronauts, could only watch the explo- 
sion with horror and disbelief. It was a day of 
sorrow, as the world mourned seven heroes. 
An investigation concluded that 
the seal on the rocket booster had 
failed because of faulty design, the 
cold weather, and other factors: It 
was the first time the US had lost 
astronauts in flight, and it was a 
profound loss forthe country. 


Crew Members of the 
Challenger’s Last Flight 


| Tribute 


Ina moving | 
tribute to the 
seven _astro- 


lenger } 
sion, the USSR 


| which was_ the 


main competitoi 
to the USA of 
the race for su- 
premacy 
space, named 
seven aster- 
oidsafterthe 
seven crew 
members. 


Which was the last aircraft to 


disappear in Bermuda Trian- 
gle? 

Bermuda Triangle is an area 
of the western Atlantic Ocean 
between Florida, Bermuda, and 
Puerto Rico where a large 
numberof ships and aircraft are 
said to have disappeared mys- 
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Cy The Last Jules Rimet Trophy 
The Jules Rimet Trophy was 
awarded to the winners of 
the World Cup of Football 
from 1930 to 1970. Origi- 
ite called ‘Victory’, the rolling trophy was 
renamed in 1946 after the FIFA president Jules 
Rimet. In 1970, The Brazilian team won the 
tournament for the third time. This third time ¢ 
victory allowed them to keep the real trophy . See 
In 1966, the cup disappeared and was 
recovered by a little dog called Pickles. 
Finally, in 1983, it was stolen again and 
apparently melted down ney the thieves. 


Rimet ae 


teriously. On lee, 1949, 
Star Ariel, an aircraft owned by 
British South American Airways 
was lost over the Atlantic 
Ocean. It was on a flight be- 
tween Bermuda and Kingston, 
and is considered as the last 
flight to disappeared in the Ber- 
muda Triangle. 


Replica of Jules | 


7) 


Space Shuttle Atlantis 


Which was the last space shuttle 
mission? 

The space shuttle is a re-usable 
space craft. NASA’s space shuttle fleet 
had its first space shuttle launch on 
April 21% 1981. The first space shuttle 
was Columbia, and it was followed by 
the Challenger, Discovery, Atlantis 

and Endeavour Space Shuttles. All of 
these set the highest standards of 
achievement in 30 years of missions. 

The final space shuttle mission was 

STS-135. The shuttle Atlantis flew one 

last 12-day trip to the spacestationto 

deliver vital supplies. It ended on July 

21* 2011, when Atlantis came to its 
home port at the Kennedy Space 
Centre in Florida. 


j Hello! ™ 
Tamwaiting here \ 

for the return 

shuttle. - Lge 


Why did the la 
train journey to Dha 
nushkodi shake th 
nation? 


in Tamil Nadu we 
once jostling t 
pilgrims, _ travellers 
fishermen, and tou 
ists. Dhanushkodi hac 
a railway station anc 


destroyed the 
tire town. 


Those were times when communi- 
cation was not as advanced as it is 
today. There was no TV, Internet, or 
other advanced communication 
networks. The Pamban Rail Bridge, 
which connects the mainland with 
Pamban across Palk Strait, was the 
only way to reach Dhanushkodi, be- 
sides water transport. On the night of 
December 22%, train No.653, the 
Pamban-Dhanushkodi Passenger, 
was only few yards away from Dha- 
nushkodi Railway station when it was 
hit bya massive tidal wave. The whole 
train was washed away, killing all the 
110 passengersand 5 railway person- 
nel on the spot. The railway station 
was swept away too. The cyclone 
shook not only Tamil Nadu, but the 
entire nation. 


Destroyed Railway Station 
in Dhanushkodi 


Vincent Van 
Gogh painting, 
‘Portrait of Dr. Ga- 
chet’ was auc- 
tioned on May 15" 
1990 for 
$75,000,000, creat- 
ing a world record. 

It depicts the doctor 
whotookcare of 
Van Gogh during 
thefinal months of 
his life. 

PallaviRam 
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Sir Walter Raleigh’s Last Journey 

Sir Walter Raleigh was a colourful person: 
ality of the Elizabethan Age in England. He 
organized expeditions to the new world, 
popularized tobacco, and found time to 
write poetry. He was imprisoned in the Tow- 
er of London several times. During the reign 
of James I, he was released to make his last 
expedition to South America. However, he 
broke the terms, and so, was sent to the 
Tower again. He was beheaded on 29" Octo- 
ber 1618. 


Sir Walter Raleigh 


was given heritage status by) 


Which was the last steam 
locomotive in India? 

Steam locomotives were 
once very common in India, but 
are now just tourist attractions 
on selected routes. The oldest 
steam locomotive, the Fairy 
Queen, served the East Indian 
Railway until 1909. In 1972, it 


the Indian government. The) 
Fairy Queen was revived in 
1996, and began hauling a 
tourist train between Delhi and 
Alwar. The Antim Sitara or ‘last, 
star,’ was the last steam loco- 
motive built in India. It was 
commissioned in 1970. No one 
is quite sure as to what has hap- 


Steam Engines 


LAIKA Tees" 


pened to it! The 
DeshbandhuLoco- 
motive Park, at 
Ranchi, near the 
Chittaranjan Loco- 
motive Works, has a 
collection of steam 
exhibits, a small 
number of which are 
in running order, in- 
cluding the ‘Fairy 
Princess’, a locomo- 
tive built by the works 
in 1964. 


—Youcan ~ 

eat everything A 
_ you like! 
——— 


ay 


Romanian Stamp with Dog Laika(Left), 
Laika(Right) 


Why is Laika’s last journey re- 
membered? 

A dog Laika was the first living crea- 
ture to orbit the Earth. Laika’s mission 
on board Sputnik-2 by the USSR 
stunned the world. On November 
31957, an astonished world wit- 
nessed the launch of Sputnik-2 with 
Laika on board. 

The animal had been a stray wan- 
dering the streets of Moscow when 
she was captured for aspace mission. 
Afterfivetosevenhoursintothe flight, 
no life signs were being received from 
Laika. By the fourth orbit, it was appar- 
ent that Laika had died from overheat- 
ing, and the stress of her 
final dramatic journey. 

Despite surviving for 
just a few hours, Laika’s 
place in space history is 
assured, andtheinforma- 
tion she provided paved 
he way for human be- 
ings in space. 
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Tintoretto’s Last Supper 


Whicharesomefamouslastpaint- —_ work of Raphael's life. It 
ings? is believed to have been 

Raphael, Titian, TintorettoandRem- unfinished, and was 
brandt are someofthe greatest artists | probably completed by 
of all time. Raphael was a painter of oneofhisstudents. 
the Italian ‘High Renaissance’. The Titian was the greatest 
Transfiguration of Christ is the final painter of the Venetian 


700 drawings and 800 paint- 
ings. His work is notable for its 
rough beauty, emotional hon- 


Ae 4 wa Shh... Heis 
Se uae § | creating his last 
Ms 7 ‘ <A painting! 


Van Gogh was a Dutch artist 
who moved to Paris in 1886. In a 
short career that spanned nine —— 
years, he produced more than 
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School, and one of the 
supreme figures of world 
art. His last painting ‘La 
Pieta’, was still left unfin- 
ished by the time of his 
death in 1576. Tintoretto 
was a painter of the Italian 
Renaissance, and his last 
painting ‘The Last Sup- 
per,’ is housed in the Ba- 
silica di San Giorgio Mag- 
giore in Venice. 

‘The Return of the Prodigal 
Son,’ is the last work of Rem- 
brandt, a Dutch master who 
lived in the Golden Age of 
Dutch Art. 


Bes Sieh a 


esty, and bold colour. In 1885, he 
painted his first major work, ‘The 
Potato Eaters’. Later, he moved 
to the South of France, and his 
work grew brighter in colour as 
he developed a unique and 
highly recognizable style. 

What many believe was his 
last painting ‘Wheatfield with 
Crows,’ was painted in 1890. In 
July 1890,Van Gogh shot himself 
near the scene of his last paint- 
ing. 

Some art critics say that the 
painting ‘Portrait of Dr. Gachet is 
his last painting. 
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Which is 
Beethoven’s 
last sym- 
phony? 

Ludwig van 
Beethoven 
wasaGerman 
composer 
and gifted pi- 
anist who 
revolution- 
ized music. 
His father was an alcohol- 
ic, whowas determinedto 
make his son a famous 
musician, and punished 
him cruelly when he made 
mistakes. 

He was eventually 
known as the greatest pi- 
anist of his time. 
Beethoven's most famous 
works are Symphonies 1 
through 9, Moonlight So- 
nata, Fur Elise, Fidelio, and 
Missa Solemnis. Although 
Beethoven gradually lost 
his hearing, he continued 
composing. He composed 
many of the most famous 
musical works of all time 
afterhehad becometotally 
deaf! He died in 1827, just 
three years after the pre- 
mier of his last work, the 
Ninth Symphony. 
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_(ita.. Why was 
Please don't \\ Mozart's last 


bia our) work very fa- 
pap mous? 


Mozart was a 
musical genius 


whocomposed SND 
his first work at Amazing memory 
the age of six! Mozart was nal 
He became one just a musical 
of the greatest genius- he hadan 
composers €v- amazing memory 
er, and wrote as well. When he 
41 sympho- was just 14 he heard 
nies, as well as a beautiful hymr 
22 operas, and sung at the Sistine 
27 piano concertos. His greatest works Chapel. After 
were produced in the last years of his hearing it jus' 
short life. once, he was able ta 
Mozart's last work was the Requiem write down the 
Mass, which was left unfinished at the entire score from 
time of his deathin 1791, when he was memory, without 
just 35. There was a bit of a mystery missing a single 


note 


surrounding this work, as it was com- 
missioned by a mysterious stranger, 
who later turned out to be an Austrian 
nobleman famous for claiming that 
the works of other composers were 
done by him! However, the Requiem 
Mass has always been credited to 
Mozart. Another mystery surround- 
ing Mozart’s death was the manner 
in which he died, with many people 
claiming that he had been poisoned. 
Whatever the cause of his death, his 
work remains immortal. 
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Mozart 


In the 1960's, a British group was responsible 
for shaking up the music world, and the talented 
quartet would become one of the most famous 
rock groups of all time. They were the Beatles. 
The group enjoyed tremendous success, and 
even starred in several movies till 1970, when 
they broke up due to personal differences. Their 
music was excellent, but the songs were even 
better. The words of the songs are as timely and 
meaningful today as they were then, when they 
seemed to sum up the feelings of an entire gen- 
eration. 

The last album that the Beatles recorded was 
‘Abbey Road,’ in September 1969. However, the 
last album that was released was ‘Let It Be’, which 
was recorded in January 1969, but released only 
in 1970, along witha filmofthe same name. From 
‘Let it Be’, the last songis ‘Get Back’.’Abbey Road’ 
entered the British album charts at the no 1 posi- 
tion in October, and stayed there for a total of 

seventeen ofits 81 weeks in the charts. In the US, 
it spent eleven weeks at the no 1 position. 


The Beatles 


Why is Charles 
Dickens’s last work 
stilla mystery? 

Charles Dickens is 
much loved for his 
great contribution to 
classic English litera- 
ture. He wrote some 
of the most popular 
and widely read 
novels in the 19% 
century, from ‘Oliver 


Superstition 

Beethoven, 
Schubert, and 
Bruckner are some famous composers 
who died after completing nine sym- 
phonies. This gave rise to the supersti- 
tion that anyone who started a tenth 
symphony would die. Gustav Mahler, 
an Austrian composer, put off writing 
his tenth symphony because of this 
superstition, and when he finally did 
beginit, he died, and left it unfinished! 


Queen Victoria 
1851. { 

Charles Dickens’: 
last work was ‘Th 
Mystery of Edwi 
Drood.’ The story 


Drood 


Twist,’ to ‘A Tale of Two Cities,’ 
and ‘Great Expectations’. As 


well as a huge list of novels he. 


published an autobiography, 
edited weeklies, wrote travel 
books, and administered chari- 
table organizations. He was also 
a theatre enthusiast, wrote 
plays, and performed before 
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win disappears in mysteriou 
circumstances when he break 
off the engagement. The stor 
was left unfinished, for Dickens 
died before he complete 
it, and so what happened to 
Edwin Drood remainsa myster 
to this day! 
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Which was Ernest Hem- 
ingway’slastwork? 

Ernest Hemingway was 
undoubtedly one of the 
most influentialofAmerican 
writers. He was famous for 
his terse, direct style and his 
works reflect his own life and 
interests. Many of his works 
show man pitted against na- 
ture in his favourite sports — 
hunting, fishing, and bull- 
fighting. In others he tells of 
the experiences of wartime — 
man against man. 

One of his most famous 
works, ‘The Old Man and the 
Sea’, describes an old fisher- 
man’s fight to keep a giant fish 
he caught from being eaten 
by sharks. Another of his fa- 


Historic Lasts 


mous works is ‘For Whom the 


Bell Tolls’. His novel, ‘A Farewell 
to Arms’, draws upon his war- 
time experience in Italy. 

In fact, for much of his life, 
Hemingway lived the life he 
described in his novels. In the 
last yearsofhis life, he was very 
depressed. On 2™ July 1961, 
he killed himself. His work, ‘A 
Moveable Feast,’ was not 
published during Heming- 
way’s lifetime, but edited 
from his manuscripts and 
notes by his widow, and pub- 
lished in 1964. His last unfin- 
ished novel ‘The Garden of 
Eden,’ was published only in 
1986, and became an imme- 

diate best seller. 


paper... 4 
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Which are the last works of 
some famous authors? 

Thelast worksofsome famous 
authors are ‘Castle Dangerous’ 
by Sir Walter Scott, ‘The Whites 
and the Blues’ by Alexander 
Dumas, ‘The Brothers Karama- 
zov' by Fyodor Dostoevsky, 
‘Resurrection’ by Leo Tolstoy, 
‘Finnegan's Wake’ by James 
Joyce, and ‘The Reivers,’ by Wil- 
liam Faulkner. 

Sir Walter Scott, British poet 
and novelist, was the second 
most published novelist after 
Charles Dickens. His last work, 
‘Castle Dangerous’ was pub- 
lished in 1832, the year of his 
death. The novels and plays of 
French author Alexandre Du- 
mas are filled with swift action 
and clevertalk, often set against 
a colourful historical back- 
ground. His last work, ‘The 
Whites and the Blues’ was a 
drama in five acts. Fyodor Dos- 
toevsky, a Russian writer, com- 
pleted The Brothers Karamazov, 
the literary effort for which he 


had been preparing all his life,, 


in 1880. ‘Resurrection,’ first 
published in 1899, was the last 
novel written by Leo Tolstoy, 
another great Russian novelist. 

James Joyce’s last work 
‘Finnegans Wake,’ ranks among 


Aang 


Fyodor Dostoevsky 


the most difficult works of fic- 
tion because of its complex 
language. It was first published 
in 1939, two years before Joyce, 
an Irish writer, died. ‘The Reiv- 
ers’ was American author Wil- 
liam Faulkner's last book. It won 
the Pulitzer Prize in 1963, mak- 
ing Faulkner one of a select few 
to receive the prize twice. 


Leo Tolstoy 


First and Last 
‘Gone with the Wind’ by Margaret Mitchell 
is amagnificent novel that was both her first 
and last work. Another interesting fact is that 
/ shewrote the last chapter of the novel first! 
@ Sneha Rao 


Which was Shakespeare’s last play? 
William Shakespeare, who lived in the 17% century in 
England, is probably the world’s most read, most per- 
formed, most filmed playwright. He wrote 37 plays, 154 
famous sonnets, and many long 
poems. The plays of Shakespeare 
have been studied more than any 
other writing in the English lan- 
guage, and have been translated 
into numerous languages. He was 
equally good at comedies, trage- 
e's dies and historical 
Sorry, ‘ plays, and cleverly 
I forgot! Which ) combined popular 
was my last play? / entertainment with 
te elegant poetry. 

He died in 1616, 
and there are several works which lay 
claim to being his last. ‘The Tempest,’ is 
widely considered to be the last surviving 
play written by William Shakespeare. It 
was performed in 1611. Shakespeare, 
however, did team up with another play- 
wright called John Fletcher. In 1613, he 
wrote ‘The Two Noble Kinsmen,’ in col- 
laboration with Fletcher. This play is 
sometimes considered to be Shake 
speare’s last work. 


William 
Shakespeare 
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Christopher 
Marlowe 

Christopher Mar- 
lowe was a brilliant 
playwrightwholived 
during the same time 
as Shakespeare. 
Some people believe 
that Marloweactually 
wrote the plays pub- 
lished by Shake- 
speare. According 
to them, Marlowe, 
who was a spy for 
Queen Elizabeth |, 
faked his own death to 
avoid his enemies, and 
lived in exile, writing 
the plays that he sold 
to Shakespeare! 


Which were the last movies of 
Bruce Lee and Brandon Lee? 

Bruce Lee remains the greatest icon 
of martial arts cinema, and a key figure 
of modern popular culture. The influ- 
ence of Asian martial arts cinema today 
can be traced to this son of a Chinese 
immigrant in the USA. Though he stud- 
ied philosophy, his first love was the 
martial art of Kung Fu, and heopeneda 


Bruce Lee and Brandon Lee 


Kung Fu school. Bruce Lee's first — 
movies were only moderately suc- — 
cessful, but he struckbox office gold 
with ‘Fists of Fury’ alow budget film 
shot in Thailand. Soon he had a 
huge fan following not only in Hong 
Kong but in the USA as well. His last — 
movie was ‘Enter The Dragon’, but — 
he died a month before its pre- — 
miere, on July 20" 1973. 7 
His son, Brandon Lee alsodied an — 
early death before completing his — 
last film, ‘The Crow’. He was fatally — 
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During his most inspired period, 
from 1950 to 1960, Hitchcock pro- 
duced a cycle of memorable films 
thatincluded horror movies, black 
comedies, and sophisticated thrill- 
ers. Alfred Hitchcock's three most 
famous films were Psycho, ‘North 
by Northwest’ and The Birds. 
These three masterpieces were 
made consecutively, near the end 
of Hitchcock’s brilliant career. He 
Alfred Hitchcock made fifty-one other movies over 
a span of five decades. 

Which was Alfred Hitch- His last film was ‘Family Plot’. It 
cock’s last film? was released in 1976, 51 years after 

Alfred Hitchcock was the _ he directed his first feature length 
acknowledged master of motion picture. ‘Family Plot’ is a 
thriller movies. He began his dark romantic comedy about two 
film making career in 1919, criminal couples. It features Hitch- 
illustrating title cards for si- cock’s usual sharp script, several 
lentfilms.Hisfirstcompleted interesting set pieces, and very 
film as director was The appealing performances by some 
Pleasure Garden, in 1925. youngtalent. 


shotbyastunt gun. 
Both the deaths_ 
created a lot of ru- 
mours since they 
both occurred un- 
expectedly, and to 
this day, conspira- 4 
cy theories exist “7 Ss\ 7 
about the way 4 : 
father and # 
son met 
their end. Wi 
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Hee... yaah! $ a 


|/ The Grave Sites of Bruce 
Lee and Brandon Lee 


The last moment of one’s 
life; death. 


Last in order of mention or 
occurrence but just as 
important. 


Used to denote a final, often 
desperate, act to achieve 
something in the face of 
difficulty. 


The judgment of human 
kind expected in some 
religious traditions totake 


The latest possible time 
before an event. 


The bugle call giving notice 
of the hour of retiring at 
night, played also at military 
funerals and acts of 
remembrance. 


The supper eaten by Jesus 
and his disciples on the night 
before the Crucifixion, as 

in the New Testament. 


<i 
\ 


place at the end of the world. 


ichelangelo was an Ital- 
ian Renaissance painter, 
sculptor, architect, poet, 
and engineer who exerted 
an unparalleled influence 
on the development of 
Western art. His ‘The Last 
Judgement,’ covers the 
wall behind the altar in 
the Sistine Chapel. The 
work depicts the second 
coming of Christ, and, al- 
though the artist is clear- 
ly inspired by the Bible, it 
is his own imaginative vi- 
sion that prevails in this 
painting. Michelange- 
lo’slast painting was 
‘The Crucifixion of St. 
Peter,’ which he com- 
pleted in 1550. 
Ninu Dixit 


| 
| 
| 
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Which was Tho- 
mas Edison’s last 
patent? 

Thomas Alva Edi- 
son is one of the 
greatest inventors 
in history, and was 
responsible for 
more inventions 
than any other in- 
ventor. He created 


Thomas Alva Edison 


Alexander Graham 
Bell, invented an 
early cinema pro- 
jector, and his stu- 
dio produced the 
first talking motion 
picture in 1912. 
The last patent to 
Thomas Edison 


the first research laboratory, 
which he called The 4nvention 
Factory, probably one of his 
greatest achievements. He had 
1093 US patents to his name, as 
wellas many other foreign pat- 
ents. 

In 1878, Edison worked to dis- 
cover a way of improving the 
electric light bulb invented ear- 
lier by Joseph Swan. By the end 
of 1880, he had developed a 16 
watt bulbthat lasted 1500 hours. 
Heimproved the telephone sys- 
tem that had been invented by 


President Mitterran 
President Mitterrand of France knew that he 
was dying of cancer, and organized a last sup- 
per on December 31st 1995. Four delicacies 
thatheloved wereon themenu, includingatiny 
bird known as the ortolan that is highly prized 
by gourmets. It is said that President Mitter- 
rand ate two of the birds at this final meal. 


was granted two 
years after his death in 1931. It 
was for a device called holder for 
article to be electroplated. 


Not new 
inventions... These are 
my patent certificates. 


d’s Last Supper 


Who was the last Governor General of Taiwan? 


Rikichi Ando was the last Governor 
General of Taiwan. He joined the Japanese 
Army in 1914, and quickly rose through 
the ranks. Rikichi Ando was an instructor 
at the Japanese Army War College from 
1924 to 1925. After a variety of field and 
staff positions, he became the command- 
ing officerofthe 5th Division in 1938. Later 
that year, he was assigned as the com- 
manding officer of the 21** Army in China, 
where he remained until 9" Feb 1940. 

In 1941, he retired from active service, 
but was quickly recalled to serve as the 
commander-in-chief of the Taiwan Army. 


Rikichi Ando 


ae 


From 1944 until the end of the war, he was the gov- 
ernor-general of Taiwan. On 25'" Oct 1945, he rep- 
resented Japan during the surrender ceremony in 
Taipei. He was arrested by the Chinese authorities, 
and charged with war crimes committed during 
his tenure in China. He committed suicide while in 


prison in Shanghai. 
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Tell Me Why 


Last Supper of Jesus Christ 

According to the Bible, Jesus 
Christ ate his last meal with his 
disciples, before his crucifixion. 
The day on which Christians re- 
member the Last Supper is also 
known as Maundy Thursday. All 
histwelvediscipleswerepresent, 


including Judas, who was later | 


tobetray him tothe Romans. 


waterinto abowl,and then knelt 
infrontof each of the twelvedis- 
ciples, washing their feet, and 
drying them with his towel. He 
blessed the bread and the wine, 
and gave it to his disciples. He 
said ‘One of you sitting here will 
betray me’. Hiswords came true. 
He was betrayed by his apostle, 
Judas Iscariot. 

@ ArvindBhat 


At the supper, Jesus meas 
Who was the last Nizam of ee 
bad? 

Mir Osman Ali Khan was the seventh, 
and the last Nizam or ruler of Hyderabad. 
He ruled for 37 years from 1911 - 1948. 
He was one of the richest men in the 
world. 

The Nizam’s rule saw the growth of 
Hyderabad economically and culturally. 
Electricity, railways, roads and airways 
developed. Nearly all the public build- 
ings currently in Hyderabad, suchas the 
Osmania General Hospital, High Court, 
Central State Library, Assembly Hall, Ju- 
bilee Hall were built during Osman Ali 
Khan‘s reign. 

When India gained independence in 
1947, the princely state of Hyderabad 
did not accede either to India or Paki- 
stan. Indian Forces invaded the state in 
September 1948, after the negotiations 
failed. After five days of fiahting, the Ni- 


zam agreed to ac- 
cede to the Indian 
Union on 17" Sep- 
tember 1948. 


Mir Osman Ali 


Khan, the last Nizam, 
died on Friday 24t 
February 1967. 


Mir Osman Ali Khan 
Historic Lasts 


Teacher 


Socrateswasa 
famous teacher in 
Ancient Athens. He 
wanted his students 
to question things. 
This angered some of 
the wealthy noblesin 
ancient Athens, and 
they demanded he 
be tried formocking 
the Gods. Socrates 
thought that it was 
ridiculous and re- 
fused to defend him- 
self. The jury found 
him guilty, and rath- 
er than be killed, he 
drank poison and 
killed himself. 


Le 


\\ 


Who was the 
last Mughal 
Emperor? 

The last 
Mughal __ king, 
Bahadur Shah, 
bode: better known 
=! as Bahadur 
bal afer Shah Zafar, 

came to the throne in 1837 when he 
was 60 years ofage. He was last in the 
lineage of Mughal emperors who 
ruled over India for about 300 years. 
Bahadur Shah Zafar, like his predeces- 
sors, was a weak ruler who came to 
the throne when the British domina- 
tionover|ndiawas strengthening and 
the Mughal rule was nearing its end. 
When he became king, Mughal rule 
was confinedto the Red Fort. 

It was at the time of Bahadur Shah 
that the War of Independence in 1857 


Bahadur 


> aa 

~ Congratulations! ~ 

You have become the 
C last Mughal Emperor. ~ 

\ fee eee 
started. Bahadur Shah 
Zafar was nominatedas 
Commander-in-Chief. 
The British won the war, 
and Bahadur Shah was 
overthrown. He was ex- 
iled to Burma, and died 
in 1862. 


Unlucky 13 


The number 13 is generally considered to 
be unlucky. One reason given is that there 
were 13 people present at Christ's last sup- 
per. It was after this supper that both Christ 
and Judas were killed. According to Norse 
mythology, Loki the God of 
Mischief, went uninvited to 

ASN a banquet as the 13" 
SS, guest, and one of the other 
gods was killed immedi- 
ately afterwards. 


Who was the last ruler of a 
nation to be hanged? 

Saddam Hussein ruled the 
Republicoflraqwitha tight grip 
from the 1970’s onwards. He 
effectively brought the country 
into the modern age. His many 
critics, however, claimed that 
Saddam was a ruthless dictator 
who would stop at nothing in 
his endless push for power. 


Lokias Depicted 
inan 18" Century 
Manuscript 


Saddam Hussein was in con- 
trol of his country during count- 
less military conflicts, including 
an eight-year war against Iran 
in the 1980's, and the Persian 
Gulf War in 1991. In March of 
2003, US led forces invaded 
Iraq, claiming that Saddam was 
supporting terrorist attacks, 
and concealing nuclear weap- 
ons. Saddam escaped capture, 
but after a nine-month man- 
hunt, he was caught, and faced 
multiple charges relating to war 
crimes and human rights abus- 
es. He was found guilty of 
crimes against humanity, and 
sentencedto death by hanging. 
On December 30th 2006, he 
became the last rulerto be exe- 
cuted by hanging. 


Saddam Hussein 


Why will Alfred Nobel’s last will and 
testament be remembered? 

Alfred Nobel's invention of dynamite in 
1867 established his fame worldwide, and 
he built more than ninety factories that 
manufactured explosives and ammuni- 
tion. In his last will 
and testament of 
1895, Nobel created 
afund forthe award- 
ing of five annual 
prizes ‘to those who, 
during the preced- 
ing year, shall have 
conferred the great- 
est benefit on man- 
kind’. Each year, on 
December 10" the 
Nobel Prize is hand- 
ed out in five cate- 
gories-physics, 


My ambition 
was to winaNo- 
bel Prize for 
Peace. 


What is interesting about George 
Bernard Shaw’s last will and testa- 
ment? 

George Bernard Shaw was an Irish 
dramatist, literary critic, a socialist spokes- 
man, and a leading figure in the 20" cen- 
tury theatre. He was a freethinker, de- 
fender of women’s rights, and advocate 
of equality of income. In 1925, he was 
awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature. ih! 
Shaw accepted the honour, but refused George Bernard Shaw 
the money. 


Jell Me Wh 


chemistry, medicine, lit- Who was the last Viceroy of 


erature and peace. The India? 
awards are given to those Lord Louis Mountbatten was 
who have made the most the last Viceroy, and first Gover- 
important discoveries or nor General of India. He was the 
inventions in their field. In great grandson of Queen Vic- 
1969, a sixth award in eco- toria, and served in the Royal 
nomics, in memory of Al- Navy in World War |. He 
fred Nobel was added. achieved the defeatoftheJapa- 
nese offensive towards India, 
Alfred Nobel and the conquest of Burma. 


In February of 1947, the Brit- 
ish government announced 
that India would be granted in- 
dependence by June 1948. 
Lord Mountbatten became 
Viceroy of India in March 1947. 
He was in charge of overseeing 
the British withdrawal from In- 
dia. British India was parti- 
tioned into India and Pakistan, 
and became independent na- 
tions on August 15" 1947. 
Mountbatten remained as 
Governor General of India until 
June 1948. In 1979, he was 
killed by a terrorist bomb. 


A man of many causes, Shaw 
supported the abolition of pri- 
vate property, radical change in 
the voting system, campaigned 
forthe simplification of spelling, 
and the reform of the English 
alphabet. In fact, he proved his 
great love for language when 
heleft money in his last will and 
testament tofund the develop- 
ment of a phonetic alphabet. 


Mountbatten 


Historic Lasts 


eral orindla: 

C. Rajagopalachari, or Rajaji as he 
was known, was the second, and last 
Governor General of India, and the 
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only Indian to hold this 
post. He was a very well- 
known lawyer, writer, 
and statesman of India 
during the independ- 
ence struggle. 

After Mahatma Gandhi 
returned from South Af- 
rica in 1914, Rajaji made 
up his mind to follow 
him.Rajajiwasappointed 
the General Secretary of 
the Congress in 1921. 
Rajaji was among the five 
most important leaders 
in the Indian National 


Tell Me Why 


Agatha 
Christie 
Agatha 
Christie 
was a fa- 
mous Eng- 
lish writer 
of detective 
novels. Two 
of her 
books were 
published after her death, ac- 
cording to her last bequest. 
The first was ‘Curtain’, a Her- 
cules Poirotcase, and the sec- 
ond was, ‘Sleeping Murder,’ 
which was the last case of 
Miss Marple. 

@ PraveenAgarwal 


Agatha Christie 


Congress. He became a 
member of the Interim Gov- 
ernment formed in 1946. 
When India gained Inde- 
pendence, Rajaji became 
the Governor of West Ben- 
gal. In 1948, he became the 
first India Governor General, 
and continued in this post 
until the Republic was de- 
clared in 1950. The post of 
Governor General was then 
replaced by that of Presi- 
dent, and Rajendra Prasad 
became the first President 
of India. 


Historic Lasts 


Which is the last UN mem- 
berstate? 

South Sudan became the 
world’s newest country when it 
gained independence from Su- 
dan on 9'* July 2011. South and 
North Sudan battled two civil 
wars over more than five dec- 
ades, culminating in a 2005 
peace deal that led to South 
Sudan’s independence. South 


ai AI Ng 
(CRE he ARE Qe 


A Village in South Sudan 
Sudan was admitted as amem- 
ber state of the United Nations 
on July 14 2011, and is the last 
country to join the United Na- 
tion to date. While the new 
country is oil-rich, it 
is one of the poorest 
) and least-devel- 
oped. There are 
more than 8 million 
S> ), citizens and thenew 
2 government faces 
= many challenges. 
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FOR MORE 


LASTSTO 


A Space to Keep Updates........ 

The story of lasts definitely doesn’t end 
here. Morethings, living and non - living are 
sure to disappear even as we look on. This 
means that, the lists of lasts needs constant 
updating. This blank space is foryou to 


record new things that may be added to 
this list. Keep youreyes and earsopen.... 


{Wonder Whi 


Aren't there many little things you have wondered about, but didn’t know whom to 
ask? Send us your questions, and we will give you the fascinating reasons behind the 
incredible mysteries of life. 


Why does an apple turn Theoxidationreaction basically 
brown on being cut? forms a sort of rust on the sur- 

Apples, and other fruits like face of the fruit. You see the 
pears, bananas, peaches, pota- browning when the fruit is cut 
toes, contain an enzyme (called or bruised, because these ac- 
polyphenol oxidase or tyrosi- tions damage the cells in the 
nase) that reacts with oxygen, _ fruit, allowing oxygen in the air 
and iron-containing phenols to react with the enzyme and 
thatarealsofoundintheapple. other chemicals. 

All cells contain thousands of 
enzymes. These enzymes do all 
of the work necessary for the 
cell to live its life. Once you cut 
the fruit, you open up some of 
the cells. The enzyme then has 
access to oxygen in the air and 
it does its thing, turning the 
fruit brown. This is the same 
thing that causes brown spots 
in apples when you drop them. 

It is believed that this reac- 
tion, called enzymatic brown- 
ing, is a form of plant defence 
against pests and pathogens. 

@ K.P. Sukumar 


I will show 
you my true 
colours... 
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Solar System 
Birds 
Inventions 
Oceans 
Ancient World 
Cricket 
Animals 

Plants 
Transportation 


. 100 Great Events 

. The Earth 

. Communication 

. Indian History 

. Festivals 

. Wonders of the World 


Great Explorers 
100 Great Lives 


. Weather 


International 
Organizations 
Deserts 
Weapons 


. Olympics 

. Computer 

. Egyptian Civilizations 
. 100 Great Scientists 
. Continents 

. Revolutions 

. 100 Great Medical 


Discoveries 


. The Moon 

. Great Disasters 
. Insects 

. Metals 

. Money 

. Mythology 

. The Mughals 

. Mountains 

. Universe 

. Mysteries 

. Sports 

. Diseases 

. Animal Behaviour 
. Water 


. Wars 

. Prehistoric Creatures 
. World Cup Football 

. Ancient Greece 

. Story of Firsts 

. Natural Wonders 

. Endangered Animals 
. 100 Great Writers 

. Roman Civilization 

. Polar Regions 

. 100 Great Painters 

. World Wars 

. Mammals 

. Parliaments 

. Reptiles 

. Great Women 

. Lost Civilizations 

. Ancient World’s 


Commanders 


. Amphibians 
. Volcanoes 
. Countries ofthe World 


